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argument and conclusions were brilliantly attacked and in Morgan’s own
words: “I feared successfully, by a sarcastic authority in the pulmonary
field who was many years my senior. Astonishment, anger and confusion
all but possessed me. Before I could gain the floor to try to defend my
position, Dr. Charles Minor, whom I had never met, was on the rostrum
and in command. The result was devastating, and there remained nothing
further for either my adversary or me to say. When I thanked Dr. Minor
for my rescue he dismissed the matter as of no importance and asked
where I lived and with whom I worked. I did not know then that he had
a son my age who was making ‘maiden’ efforts to establish his practice
in Washington. A few years later John Minor’s classmate at Harvard
and our mutual friend, Dr. C. Sidney Burwell, was to introduce us at the
Atlantic City meetings, under very amusing circumstances.” Dr. John
Minor’s interests in the field of medicine were broad. He was especially
attracted by disorders of the cardiovascular system and played a role in
the recognition and development of that specialty in Washington, D.C.
John Minor was president of the Clinical and Climatological in 1951 and
of the Society of Medical Consultants for the Armed Forces in 1952.
Another important member lost in this year, memorialized by George
Morris Piersol, was Maurice C. Pincoffs.”® Born in Chicago on August 6,
1886, he obtained his B.S. degree from Chicago, where he also carried
out graduate studies. Pincoffs entered the Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine, receiving his M.D. in 1912. He served his internship
at the Presbyterian Hospital in Chicago while James B. Herrick was
active. On his return to Baltimore, he became resident physician at the
Baltimore City Hospital, where he soon demonstrated unusual aptitude
as an investigator and ability as a clinical teacher. His first academic
appointment was as research assistant in pharmacology at Hopkins.
Later he became an instructor in medicine. In 1922, Pincoffs was made
head of the department and professor of medicine at the University of
Maryland. During his 33 years in that position, he aptly demonstrated
his ability as a brilliant teacher and able administrator. When he became
emeritus in 1954, with characteristic energy he undertook a new assign-
ment as professor of preventive medicine at the University of Maryland.
This enabled him to study aspects of rehabilitation of the chronically ill.
In both World Wars, Pincoffs acquitted himself with distinction. He
entered World War I first as a captain with the British and later served
with the American troops. For his skillful attention to those that came
under his care and his personal courage in evacuating the wounded from
the battlefield, he was decorated with the Distinguished Service Cross
and the Croix de Guerre with Palms and Stars (France). In the second
World War he was first commanding officer of the 42nd General Hospi-
tal—the University of Maryland Unit—but later became chief of preven-
tive medicine in the Pacific area and advisor to General Douglas Mac-
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Arthur. When hostilities ceased, he made a notable contribution. In the
space of ten weeks he converted the City of Manila and its surroundings
into a safe place for the returning American troops. This he accomplished
by setting up the sanitary system, establishing a health department and
organizing effective health measures. In recognition he was given the
Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Clusters. During this period, he was also
the subject of controlled studies on the prophylactic use of antimalarial
drugs.

A distinguished member of the American College of Physicians, Pin-
coffs served for many years as editor of the Annals of Internal Medicine.
He became president of the Climatological in 1949 and was always a
most enthusiastic member. Pincoffs was also president of the American
College of Physicians, in 1951-52.

Among the excellent scientific presentations was that by George F.
Cahill, Jr. on the “Metabolic Role of Adipose Tissue,” and by Roger S.
Mitchell, Giles Toll, and Giles F. Filley on “The Early Lesions in
Pulmonary Emphysema.” Sheldon E. Greisman, Richard B. Hornick,
Merrill J. Snyder, and Theodore E. Woodward presented their studies
on “experimental” typhoid fever, in which they made important obser-
vations on its pathogenesis and on the physiological abnormalities of the
infection. Stewart Wolf and his collaborators presented their data on
“Changes in Serum Lipids in Relation to Emotional Stress During Rigid
Control of Diet and Exercise.” Clearly the Climatological had become a
superb forum for the presentation of scientifically oriented clinical in-
vestigation in a variety of fields relating to internal medicine. John H.
Lawrence and his collaborators from Berkeley, California discussed ac-
romegaly and its treatment by irradiation. He presented some interesting
historical notes on Harvey Cushing. Lawrence was first introduced to
acromegaly while he was an intern under Cushing at the Brigham
Hospital. Later, as resident in medicine for Francis G. Blake, he assisted
in the care of Dr. Cushing while he was a patient in the New Haven
Hospital. During Cushing’s convalescence Blake arranged to have several
patients with acromegaly, or Cushing’s disease, admitted for study,
leading to Lawrence’s further interest in the disease and its treatment
by irradiation of the pituitary. He and his colleagues carried out a series
of experiments in which they irradiated the pituitary gland of rats and
quickly learned that the doses delivered did not appreciably influence the
rate of growth or cause classic histologic destructive changes in the gland.
The cause of this failure was their inability to irradiate the gland
selectively; their procedure also produced the danger of excessive radia-
tion to surrounding structures. During the years of Lawrence’s associa-
tion, Cushing became very much interested in nuclear physics and began
to collect many of the earlier writings of some of the great physicists,
such as Ernest R. Rutherford, J. J. Thompson and C. T. R. Wilson of
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cloud-chamber fame. Cushing’s collection, one of the best on earlier
nuclear physics, is now in the Yale Medical Library. During many of
their conversations, Cushing pointed out to Lawrence: “This field of
isotopes and radiations in nuclear physics is going to be exceedingly
important to biology and medicine in the future. It reminds me of the
development of bacteriology when I was a young doctor.” Said Lawrence:
“He urged me to go into this field, especially since some of my studies
already involved radiation. As a medical student and as an intern and
resident I was often visited by my brother, Ernest O. Lawrence, then an
assistant professor of physics at the University of California. I can
remember especially one of his visits to Boston. With a German physicist,
Professor Otto Stern, who was teaching in Boston, we had dinner in an
Italian restaurant. My brother made a drawing on the tablecloth, sketch-
ing his idea for a new atom smasher he later called a cyclotron.” Stern
encouraged him and his brother soon had his first small cyclotron in
operation. In 1935, John H. Lawrence became actively engaged with his
brother in the early experiments with radioisotopes and some of the new
radiations produced in one of the first cyclotrons. In this paper he
reported the first seven years of his experience with the beam from the
cyclotron and the results in the treatment of patients with acromegaly,
describing 17 patients who had been treated during the past four years.
With this particular radiation, they were able to deliver as much as 10,000
to 15,000 rads to the sella. Awaiting the development of hormonal or
chemical means of control, such total energy may lead ultimately to
better control of the symptoms and signs of acromegaly and to further
extension of life.

THE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING

The seventy-fifth annual meeting was held at the French Lick Sheraton
Hotel in French Lick, Indiana, October 25-27, 1962, with Ed Rose in
charge, assisted by his wife Libby. The hotel has 586 double rooms and
was the home of Indiana’s last gambling mecca. Long closed were the
gambling casinos, long discontinued were the private trains which
brought the state’s and nation’s political elite. Here was the home of
Pluto water, attested to by the mischievous Red Devils dancing on the
hotel’s roof and the mildly sulfurous odor pervading the gardens.

Ed Rose’s Presidential Address was based on the life of John Coakley
Lettsom and included a rare and remarkable exposition of the medical
and literary notables living in the era of Samuel Johnson. Jerome W.
Conn delivered the Gordon Wilson Lecture, “Some Clinical and Clima-
tological Aspects of Aldosteronism in Man,” in which he elucidated the
complicated physiologico-metabolic aspects of aldosterone. It was a bril-
liant exposition of a field in which he had been a pioneer contributor—
primary aldosteronism.
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The program also featured other notable papers. Grant Liddle gave
one of the early presentations of the ectopic ACTH syndrome caused by
carcinomas other than those associated with the pituitary gland. Joseph
B. VanderVeer presented his work on “Direct Current Shock in the
Treatment of Cardiac Arrhythmias.”

F. Tremaine Billings, Jr. presented a memorial for Hugh Jackson
Morgan,”® who died on Christmas Eve 1961. Dr. Morgan had devoted
himself productively to medical education in its broadest sense. Born in
Nashville, Tennessee on January 25, 1893, he had been a great athlete,
becoming an All-Southern center for Vanderbilt. Following his gradua-
tion from that school in 1914, he entered the Vanderbilt University
Medical School and two years later transferred to Johns Hopkins, re-
ceiving his M.D. in 1918. He went as a student to France in World War
I, returning to The Johns Hopkins Hospital as a member of the resident
staff from 1919 to 1921. Here he received the stimulus for his career and
became an assistant and resident physician at the Rockefeller Institute
for two years. This was followed by two years of study in medical schools
and hospitals abroad under the auspices of the General Education Board.
He returned to Vanderbilt in 1925 as associate professor and head of the
department in 1935, a position he held for 23 years. His service was
characterized by the zealous loyalty and enthusiasm of the house officers
and students under him. He achieved national leadership in a number of
areas, as president of the American College of Physicians, the American
Clinical and Climatological, and the Association of American Physicians.
He received the Alfred Stengel Memorial Award from the American
College for outstanding service to the college as well as outstanding
achievement in medicine. During World War II, Morgan was chief
medical consultant to the surgeon-general and contributed largely to the
medical success of the Armed Forces during that war. His research
contributions were mainly in the field of infectious disease, with early
emphasis on the subject of microbial nutrition, basic studies of the
Treponema pallidum and careful elucidation of the natural history and
treatment of a number of infectious diseases.

Edward Rose wrote the memorial for Oliver Hazard Perry Pepper,’
born April 28, 1884, who died on January 28, 1962 after a distinguished
career as professor of medicine at the University of Pennsylvania. His
father, Dr. William Pepper, was a founding member of the Climatological.
Perry Pepper was president of the American College of Physicians in
1939 and of the Association of American Physicians in 1947. He was a
member of the American Philosophical Society. Pepper developed a
productive interest in medical etymology and philology, which was ex-
pressed in his book Medical Etymology, published in 1949, and he was
among the first to recognize the growing importance of gerontology.
Perry Pepper was one of the great clinical teachers of his generation
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when the evolution of medicine still permitted universalism in teaching.

Howard W. Bosworth presented a memorial for Frances Marion
Pottenger” who died June 10, 1961, at the age of 91. Pottenger became
a member of the Climatological in 1902. He graduated from the Cincin-
nati College of Medicine and Surgery in 1894, and in the next few years
made several trips to Europe during which he worked with Koch, von
Bering, Brauer, Forlanini, von Pirquet, and Anton Ghon, and had con-
tacts with many other of the great physicians, including Virchow, Hen-
och, Ewald, Gower, Calmette, and Sir James Mackenzie. When his first
wife developed tuberculosis, in 1895, he moved to Los Angeles and
established the Pottenger Sanatorium in Monrovia in 1903, limiting his
practice to tuberculosis. He became a clinical professor of medicine at
the University of California when the school was reorganized and held
this appointment until 1942. He was a president of the American College
of Physicians and his name occupies a permanent place in the history of
tuberculosis in the United States.



