
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 MEDLARS Management Section  
U.S. National Library of Medicine ® 
National Institutes of Health  

Department of Health and Human Services  
Bethesda, Maryland  

  
  
 Marc h 2008  

 

 

NLM ® Training:  
 

NLM Gateway and 
ClinicalTrials.gov  



 

 

 

 
N O T E S 



 

Table of Contents 

i 

NLM Training:  NLM Gateway & ClinicalTrials.gov 
 
 
 

Table of Contents 

 
Table of Contents............................................................................................................................................................i 
Introduction to Gateway ................................................................................................................................................ 1 

Boolean Operators ..................................................................................................................................................... 3 
Searching by Fields ................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Search Results ............................................................................................................................................................... 7 
Results Summary ....................................................................................................................................................... 7 
Results Display .......................................................................................................................................................... 8 

E-mail .................................................................................................................................................................. 10 
Download ............................................................................................................................................................ 11 
Put in Locker ....................................................................................................................................................... 11 
Order Documents ................................................................................................................................................. 12 

Gateway Sidebar ...................................................................................................................................................... 13 
Practice Exercises ........................................................................................................................................................ 15 
Features........................................................................................................................................................................ 27 

Term Finder ............................................................................................................................................................. 27 
Limits/Settings ......................................................................................................................................................... 30 
Search Details .......................................................................................................................................................... 34 
History ..................................................................................................................................................................... 35 
My Locker ............................................................................................................................................................... 36 

Practice Exercises ........................................................................................................................................................ 39 
About ClinicalTrials.gov ............................................................................................................................................. 49 

Menu & Search bar .................................................................................................................................................. 50 
The Footnote ............................................................................................................................................................ 50 

ClinicalTrials.gov Home Page ..................................................................................................................................... 51 
Resources ................................................................................................................................................................. 51 
Investigator Instructions .......................................................................................................................................... 51 
Background Information .......................................................................................................................................... 51 

Search for Clinical Trials ............................................................................................................................................. 52 
Basic Search ............................................................................................................................................................ 52 
Working with Results .............................................................................................................................................. 52 
Display Options Menu ............................................................................................................................................. 56 
Advanced Search ..................................................................................................................................................... 57 
Studies by Topic ...................................................................................................................................................... 58 
Studies on Map ........................................................................................................................................................ 60 
Refining your Search ............................................................................................................................................... 62 

Refine Search ....................................................................................................................................................... 63 
Results by Topic .................................................................................................................................................. 65 
Results on Map .................................................................................................................................................... 69 

ClinicalTrials.gov Identifier Number & PubMed .................................................................................................... 71 
Practice Exercises ........................................................................................................................................................ 73 
 



 

 

ii  

 

N O T E S 



 

 Agenda 

iii  

NLM Training:  NLM Gateway & ClinicalTrials.gov 
 
 
 

Agenda 
 
  
8:30 ï 8:45 Welcome 

  
8:45 ï 10:00 NLM Gateway 

 Background 

 Searching 

 Functions 

      Download/Display 

     Send via e-mail  

      Order documents 

 Practice Exercises 

10:00 ï 10:15 BREAK 

10:15 ï 11:00 Features 

      Term Finder 

      Limits/Settings 

     Search Details 

      History 

      Locker 

 Practice Exercises 

  

11:00 ï 12:00 ClinicalTrials.gov 

 Basic Search  

 Working with Results 

 Display Options Menu 

 Advanced Search 

 Studies by Topic 

Studies by Map 

Refining your Search 

ClinicalTrials.gov & PubMed 

 Practice Exercises 

  

 



   

 

iv 

N O T E S



 

 NLM Gateway 

1 

 

(http://gateway.nlm.nih.gov) 

Introduction to Gateway 
What? 

 The NLM Gateway allows you to search simultaneously in multiple NLM retrieval systems 

using a single search interface. 

 The Gateway was developed by the Lister Hill National Center for Biomedical 

Communications (LHNCBC) at the National Library of Medicine (NLM). 

 Currently the Gateway searches: 

 

 MEDLINE/PubMed  

 TOXLINE Subset 

 NLM Catalog 

 Bookshelfï full text biomedical books 

 DART:  Developmental and  

        Reproductive Toxicology 

 Meeting Abstracts: 

       HIV/AIDS-related, Health Services    
       Research-related, and Space Life      
       Sciences  

 MedlinePlus: 

Health Topics 

Drug Information  

Medical Encyclopedia 

Current Health News 

Other Resources 

  Household Products Database    

 ClinicalTrials.gov 

 Genetics Home Reference 

 DIRLINE: Directory of Health Organizations 

 HSRProj: Health Services Research Projects 

 OMIM: Online Mendelian Inheritance in Man 

 IRIS : Integrated Risk Information System 

 HSDB: Hazardous Substances Data Bank  

 ITER : International Toxicity Estimates for Risk 

 GENE-TOX: Genetic Toxicology 

Mutagenicity  

 CCRIS: Chemical Carcinogenesis Research 

Information System 

  Profiles in Science: Archival collections of 

Scientists    

 NLM Gateway is the only search interface for the Meeting Abstracts. 

 Other systems (PubMed, NLM Catalog, MedlinePlus) retain their own search interfaces. 

 

Who? 
Potential Gateway users could be: 

 Users new to NLMôs online resources who do not know what type of information is 
available or how best to search for it. 

 Users who want "one-stop searching." 

 Users who want to search resources that are only in the NLM Gateway. 

 

Where? 

 On the NLM home page, click on List of NLM Databases and Resources. At the next 

screen, click on NLM Gateway. Or go directly to: http:// gateway.nlm.nih.gov  
 

http://gateway.nlm.nih.gov/
http://gateway.nlm.nih.gov/
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Gateway Homepage 
 

Beneath the Gateway banner is the Features Bar. On this bar are links to two (2) Gateway 

Features, Term Finder and Limits/Settings, and to information about the NLM Gateway 

and its use:  About   Help   FAQ. 

 

In the center of the page is the search query box. 

 

 
 

 

Searching 
 Enter the search term(s) in the query box. 

 Click on ñSearchò or use the Enter key. 

 

     

The query box is also available on every screen below the features bar.  

You do not have to return to the homepage to enter a new search. 

 

 
Searching Tips 
There are links under the query box to tips on searching by topics, authors, and titles and about 

searching meeting abstracts.  Additional helpful points to know: 

 

 The default Gateway search is a subject search. 

 You may enter one or more terms in the query box.  

Example: vitamins 

       vitamin c aged 

        vitamin c aged common cold 

 Multi -word search terms are searched as phrases when Gatewayôs Phrase Detection function 

identifies them as such. 


