
NLM's Short-Term Research Education Experiences to Attract 
Talented Students to Biomedical Informatics/Data Science Careers 
and Enhance Diversity (R25) Program 
The National Library of Medicine supports short-term training and research in biomedical informatics 

and data science to enhance diversity at 12 educational institutions in the United States. This R25 

program supports educational activities that encourage talented undergraduate and master's 
students, including those from groups underrepresented in the biomedical and behavioral sciences, 

to pursue further training and careers in biomedical informatics and data science. This program 

complements NLM's University-based Predoctoral and Postdoctoral Biomedical Informatics and Data 
Science Research Training Program by providing exposure to biomedical informatics and data 

science to undergraduate and master's students to create a pipeline for future doctoral studies in 

these fields. With both programs, NLM seeks to develop a cadre of diverse scientists capable of 

leading biomedical informatics and data science research. 

Each R25 program offers training and education in areas related to biomedical informatics and data 

science that includes clinical informatics, translational informatics, public health informatics, 

personal health informatics, statistics and data visualization. In addition, trainees receive extensive 

mentoring and skill development that encourages them to pursue further studies and research 

careers.  Each training program makes special efforts to recruit trainees from underrepresented racial 

and ethnic groups, individuals with disabilities, women and those from economically, socially, 
culturally or educationally disadvantaged backgrounds. 

The expected outcome of this program is increased admissions into graduate programs among 

program participants in research mission areas relevant to NLM. Additionally, it is expected that the 

R25 programs will lead to enhanced participation of individuals from diverse backgrounds in the 
biomedical informatics research workforce who can bring their unique experiences, perspective and 

innovation to address human disease, public health and the ethical implications of biomedical 

informatics research. Other desired program outcomes include completion of bachelor’s degrees, 

completion of doctoral programs and achievement of subsequent research funding, such as an NLM 

individual fellowship or career development award. 

Please contact R25 awarded institutions for questions related to trainee selection, eligibility, program 
specifics and available support. The location of each NLM R25 training institution and additional 

information is provided in the map below using the links to the individual programs. 

For general information about NLM’s Short-term Research Education Training Programs in 

Bioinformatics and Data Science to Enhance Diversity, please contact Meryl Sufian, PhD 
(sufianm@mail.nih.gov). 
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NLM’s Short-term Research Education Training Programs in Biomedical Informatics and Data 

Science 

Site numbers correspond to the list of R25 Awarded Sites located under the map. 

 

  

R25 Awarded Sites (Principal Investigator) 

1. Wake Forest University Health Sciences (Metin Nafi Gurcan) 

2. Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center/Kaiser Permanente Washington Health Research Institute 

(Megan Othus/Jennifer Bobb) 

3. University of Texas Arlington (Gabriela Mustata Wilson) 
4. University of Pittsburgh/Gallaudet University (Richard David Boyce/Gaurav Sureshkumar Arora) 

5. Ohio State University (Courtney Hebert) 

6. Washington University (Po-Yin Yen) 
7. Meharry Medical College/Fisk University/Vanderbilt University Medical Center (Fortune 

Mhlanga/Lei Qian/Kim Unertl) 

8. Oregon Health & Science University (William R. Hersh) 
9. Indiana University Purdue University at Indianapolis (Sarath Chandra Janga) 

10. Texas A&M University Health Science Center (Peggy Timothe) 

11. University of Arizona (Vignesh Subbian) 

12. State University of New York at Buffalo (Peter L. Elkin) 

https://school.wakehealth.edu/departments/biomedical-engineering/center-for-injury-biomechanics/summer-research-opportunities
https://www.fredhutch.org/en/education-training/teachers-students/high-school-undergraduate-students/seattlestatsummer.html
https://michi.uta.edu/texbiomed-summer-institute/
https://www.aibids.org/
https://medicine.osu.edu/departments/biomedical-informatics/education/student-positions-and-internships
https://informatics.wustl.edu/bids-internship-program/
https://sacsmeharry.org/nihr25scholars/
https://www.ohsu.edu/school-of-medicine/medical-informatics-and-clinical-epidemiology/college-undergraduate-biomedical
https://datawiz.iupui.edu/
https://dentistry.tamu.edu/departments/public-health/bibs-summer-research-program/application.html
https://phire.arizona.edu/
https://medicine.buffalo.edu/departments/biomedical-informatics/education/bright.html
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