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Teacher’s Charles R. Drew Timeline 
 

In the chart below, document what you know and what you learn today about the time period in which 
Charles Drew lived. The primary and secondary source materials provided for you about Drew will help 
us understand both Drew and the time and place in which he lived. 
 

 

Timeline by 
Decade 

Charles R. Drew 
Biography 

Relevant 
Primary Sources 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

1904-1919 Childhood 
4 siblings 
DC 
 

Photos of siblings, 
football and 
basketball teams 
Letter from HS coach 

World War I 
Segregation in the U.S. 

1920s Amherst College  
Instructor at Morgan 
State 
McGill Medical school 

Letter from college 
coach 
AC Graduation 
photograph 
 

Prohibition 
Segregation in the U.S. 

1930s McGill Medical school 
graduation 
Residency in Montreal 
General Hospital 
Instructor at Howard 
University 
Marriage in 1939 

Drew as Lifeguard 
Drew with MGH staff 
New Year’s letter 
excerpt 
Letters to Lenore 

Great Depression 
Segregation in the U.S. 

1940s Growing family – 
daughters & son 
PhD from Columbia 
Blood for Britain 
project 
Work for blood bank 
Professorship at 
Howard U. 
NAACP's Spingarn 

Medal 

Family portraits with 
Lenore and 
daughters and son 
Drew in the lab 
Leffall oral history 
Drew with first 
mobile blood unit 

World War II 
Segregation in the U.S. 


