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The president-elect of the American 
Medical Association told Congress 

the Administration's international 
health legislation will help meet "the 
great need that exists throughout 
many areas of the world for the 
amelioration of human s u ff e ring 
caused by disease." k; 

Testifying before the House Com- ' 
merce Committee, Charles L. Hudson, 
MD, said that the nation's medical pro-
fession "has long been in accord" 
with the legislation's humanitarian 
goal. 

"There can be no disagreement 
that there exists an urgent need for 
spreading available medical knowl­
edge to many areas of the world in 
order to upgrade their quality of med­
fcal care," Dr. Hudson said. "Within 
our resources to do so, our country 
should contribute its part to accom­
plish this goal." 

Grants to Schools: "As we under­
stand it," he continued, "HR 12453 
would provide grants to schools of 
health to train professional health 
personnel to work in international 
health and would also augment the 
ranks of health personnel in the Pub­
lic Health Service for work in foreign 
countries. Exporting knowledge to 
needed areas of the world through in­
creased numbers of health personnel 
trained in this country would be a 
significant step in making modern '\. '\._.. 
medicine available to developing re-
gions around the world. 

"This committee is aware that the 
excellence of medical education in the 
United States is not surpassed any­
where in the world. This nation has 
become the medical training center 

(See AMA, Page 6) 



AMA He/ ps Physicians Serve Overseas 
Two decades ago, the greatest num­

ber of American physicians ever 
assembled overseas was streaming 
home after World War II. Now, per­
haps more American doctors than 
ever before are thinking of doing 
just the opposite-going overseas. 

Those who feel that they can devote 
the time are going for various reasons 
and for periods from a few months to 
years. Much of the medical treatment 
and training they are providing is in 
many of the world's developing na­
tions. 

350 Inquiries: The first year of a 
formal international placement as­
sistance program at the American 
Medical Association, 1963, saw more 
than 300 inquiries from interested 
persons. For 1965, the total is expect­
ed to be about 350 inquiries. 

Additionally, several hundred phy-

sicians annually make direct contact 
with the nation or agency seeking 
professional assistance. 

At mid-1965, AMA records had 
1,824 physicians in "temporary for­
eign" classification, and the total as 
1966 begins is believed to be 2,000 or 
more. 

Information Compiled: When letters 
or visitors with information about 
openings abroad come to the Ameri­
can Medical Association, its Physi­
cians' Placement Service gathers in­
formation about locale, proposed re­
sponsibilities for the physician, prev­
alent diseases, a v a i 1 a b 1 e medical 
equipment, tour of duty, salary, trans­
portation costs, housing, vacation and 
other details. 

Physicians who inquire about open­
ings are asked about countries pre­
ferred, how long they will be avail­
able, their specialty, language capa-

bilities, marital status and other use­
ful background. 

Physicians' Placement Service pres­
ently is building up its file of physi­
cians interested in going abroad. With 
data from the "interested physicians" 
file and that collected from nations 
and agencies seeking American doc­
tors, AMA's clearinghouse tries to put 
the MD and those who want his serv­
ices in touch with each other. 

Church Programs: Of the 2,000 or 
so U.S. physicians serving abroad at 
the start of 1966, an estimated 700 
are taking part in the overseas efforts 
of Protestant denominations, and 50 
or more in Roman Catholic medical 
programs. Others are serving with 
U.S. government agencies, in non-sec­
tarian programs, at medical schools, 
or other treatment-training efforts. 

Pollution Meeting Opens March 2 

The figure of approximately 2,000 
does not include physicians in uni­
form caring for American military 
people and dependents overseas. 

AMA's placement program cooper­
ates with the principal denomination-

Possible interrelationships of air 
pollution, respiratory diseases, 

smoking, aging, genetics and other 
"rs will be explored March 2-4 

' l-ie AMA's first Air Pollution 
~l-i Conference at Los 

- .... .,.1 

gram chairman. al medical missionary agencies and 
While this is the first AMA-spon- various privately supported voluntary 

sored air pollution conference, it is medical organizations. These are in­
the eighth in a series formerly spon- volved in 600 to 700 health projects, 
sored by the California Health Dept. including about 350 hospitals in 113 
Its theme is "The Air Pollution- countries. 
Health Relationship as Complex Inter- A enchts 
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medical or parame ca 
Physicians' Placement Service says, 

"The greatest need for long and short­
term physician-volunteers is in the 
developing countries of Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. The demand not 
only is for general practitioners, but 
also for certain specialists." 
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