
Minutes of the Health Committee Meeting 
Oct ober 16, 1963 

Present: Dr . Leonidas Berry, Chairman 
Dr. Herbert K. Abrams 
Mr . Howard Cook 
Mrs . Stella Counselbaum 
Mrs. Caroline H. Elledge 
Mrs . John A. Holabird 
Rev. Harold W. Kamenz 
Dr. Karl s. Klicka 
Dr . Alfred D. Klinger 
Dr. Edwin R. Levine 
Dr. Bernard T. Peele 
Dr. Karl Sandberg 
Mrs. Goldie Shapiro 
Dr. Theodore R. Sherrod 
Mr. Leonard W. Stark 
Mr. David Stickney 
Mr. Edward S. Weil 

Guest: Dr. Andrew L. Thomas, 
resident, Hines V.A. 

Hospital 

CCHR staff: 

Mr. Hal Freeman 
Mrs. Susan Campos 

A. The minutes of the last meeting were read. 

B. Mr. Freeman reported briefly on the new Fair Housing Ordinance which was 
distributed to all committee members. 

C. Mrs . Campos reported on the last few meetings of the Citizens Committee 
on Cook County Hospital. 

D. Dr . Andrew L. Thomas reported on the activiti.es of the Chicago area Negro 
medical students, interns, and residents. Special emphasis was on their 
work encouraging Negro high school students to consider medical careers . 

Dr. Thomas reported as follows : 

The group has been called together by the Commission three times: 
May 1962, May 1963, and October 1963. They voted at the last 
meeting to become a permanent organization, and elected Dr. Thomas 
as their chairman. 

One main interest of the group is informing Negro high school 
students of opportunities for them in medicine. Group members 
have met individually with high school students in a sort of 
Buddy relationship. Some have also worked with future doctors 
clubs in high schools . / 
Another concern of the group has been t o provide members of the 
group with more cont acts with practicing physicians in Chicago 
and the Chicago medical coIIDD.unity iri -general. It is hoped that 
in this way the medical students, interns and residents will be 
informed of opportunities in Chicago for consideration in their 
own future plans. 
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Dr. Thomas suggested that Health Committee members could help his 
gr oup in both these areas . 

Conmti.ttee members discussed the report: 

1 . Drs . Berry and Sherrod felt the work of Dr. Thomas and his group 
should be commended. 

2. It was suggested that information concerning the placement of 
vol unteer hospital workers f r om high schools be better organized 
to avoid over supply at some hospitals and shortage at others. 

3 . Dr . Klinger asked Dr. Thomas how many of the 52 medical students, 
interns and residents planned to stccy in Chi cago . Dr. Thomas 
estimated that perhaps one- fourth might stay. He recalled being 
the only one of eight interns at Cook County Hospital f rom Howard 
University to remain in Chicago and going down to Howard later to 
help recruit interns for County Hospital. 

4 . Mr . Stickney suggested the Health Careers Council as a resource 
which would be very interested in the student recruitment work of 
Dr. Thomas' group. 

5. Dr. Klinger reported on the activities of the South Side Branch of 
the Chicago Medical Society in student recruitment. He said they 
have a particularly active future doctors group at Phillips High 
School. Last summer this group visited Abbott Labor atories for 
almost an entire day. Physicians have taken high school students 
into their offices and hospitals. A meeting was held with the 
students' parents to enlist their encouragement during the long 
training period and to discuss scholarships and sources of financing. 

The Snuth Side Branch has had an off er from the Chicago Medical School 
for Saturday morning meetings with high school students once a month. 
'Ihey have also contacts with the Student Woodlawn Project (Univer sity 
of Chicago students who have volunteered to tutor high school students) . 

Dr. Klinger said the South Side Branch needs assistance in the project 
which is growing too fast for the manpower they have available. They 
have written the Chicago Medical Society Committee on Recruitment and 
Mr. Thorne-Thompson of the Health Career s Council. 

6. Dr. Berry suggested the Health Committee might act as coordinat or and its 
members might actively participate in the work with high school students . 

7. Mr . Stickney felt that all health careers should be considered, not just 
medicine. Miss Elledge said the North and West sides of the city should 
not be neglected . 

8. Dr. Levine suggested that the Health Committee join with the Educati on 
Committee in a program on medical student recruitment. Dr . Berry 
suggested a sub- committee be formed to work this out and asked 
Mr. Stickney t o head the committee. Mr. Sticlmey declined to b e chairman. 
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9. }fr. Cook proposed the following resolution which was passed by the 
committee: "The Health Committee commends Dr. Thomas and his 
group a:.~d CCHR staff for their activities and offers its support 
and assistance." 

E. The Committee members made suggestions for future programs f or the 
Committee. 

1. Dr. Berry proposed a study to determine what hospitals and doctors 
serve minority group persons. Dr. Klicka mentioned a possible study 
which might be started by the Hospital Planning Council in February 
which would include information on race, address, and private 
physicians of patients discharged from hospitals. 

2. Dr. Peele suggested a study of the l ack of facilities available 
to Negro unwed mothers. Dr. Berry asked him to prepare a written 
proposal for the committee . 

J . Mr. Stark suggested a Health Committee meeting on the subject of the 
proposed bill to "legalize narcotics," which he and Judge Will have 
written. Dr . Berry requested him to prepare a written proposal for 
the Committee. 

4. Dr. Klinger suggested the Health Committee consider the discriminatory 
treatment of welfare recipients, so many of whom are Negro . 

5. Dr . Levine suggested attention be given to educating the minority 
groups and newcomers to the city as to the health f acilities 
available t o them in Chicago. 

6. Mr. Free:nan suggested that the committee might want t o consider the 
problem of patient segregation in hospit als . 

7. Dr . Berry proposed that the Health Committee meet informally with 
some high school students interested in medical careers. 

8. Dr. Thomas f elt that an important program would be to publicize 
the functions of the Commission committees . 

F. The following resolution was proposed and passed by the Committee: 
" The members of the Health Committee commended Dr. Klicka f or his 

participation in the work of the Committee and wish him good 
fortune in his new position . " 
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