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Dr. Leonidas H. Berry
E, 47th Street
I%linois
Dear Leonidas:

My informant, who has sailled all over these

waters, saye it is entirely possible that the raft could

have been rowed all the way with sweeps (long oars).
They could even have rigged up a square sall to help
them along. In fhe summer months the prevalling winds
are from the south. Of course, when they got to Back
River they would have had to depend on the sweeps alone,

They certainly could not have "floated" the raft
to 1ts destination, for that implieg drifting with
the currents. And the currents would have carried

them out into Chesapeake Bay.

They would not have towed the raft with small
boats, because it would be simpler to propel the raft
with sweeps. In_those days, before the advent of good
roads and the gutomobile the people of this area were
very much at home on the water,

The navigation would haﬂwﬁ_ggn"nnmprnbl:m4 for
they hadonty to hug the shore, At night the ghore

%&g&fg:ﬁﬁﬂitzgﬁiairfﬁ—” Furthermore, your grandfather,
ue to having been stationed at Fort Monroe, would

have known the area intimately.

I hope this information is of help. Kindest
regards,

Sincerely yours,

Chratin

Chester D. Bradley, M.D,
Co-Cha irmgn and
Curator of the Exhibite
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