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Fell o w Alumni, Ladies and Gentlemen, I am deeply grateful, 

honored and humbled to have been chosen the distinguished Alumnus 

of Rush Medical College in its sesquic e ntennial yea r of 1987 . In 

many ways my life and career ha ve been a microcosm of the hi s tory 

of Rush Medical College. Someone ha s said "Judge me not alone by 

the heights I've attained but also by the depths from whic h I 

came ." Thru many u ps and downs, acros s hills and valleys alwa y s 

the re ha s been found a way to survive and live out a destiny of 

s u c cessful achieve ments. 

When in 1837 the spirit of Ben jamin Rush c r o s sed the 

Alleghenies to the Prairie Village of Chicago an important vi s ion 

o f the history of Rush Medical College was born . Who was this 

man , Rush whose prowess was known only vaguel y in the Prairi e 

West? He was the leading colonial phys ician with a Eu ropean 

degree , learned but compas s ionate, advocate of the abolition of 

slavery and cha mpion of human rig hts . He wa s a member of the 

Constitution Convention who struggled to create a democracy with oqf 

the perpetuation of slavery. 
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When Richard Allen an ex-slave led the African membership 

out of St. George's Church because of segregation, Benjamin Rush 

was there to enco0rage them. Allen established the prayer band, 

forerunner of the African Methodist Church in a blacksmith shop 

in 1787 . Benjamin Rush was in spirit a part of this first 

non vi o 1 ent protest against rac i a 1 segregation in America. The 

church has survived with over a million members to celebrate it's· 

bicentennial in 1987. 

During the catastrophic yellow pestilence which decimated 

Philadelphia in 1792, Rush taught the technique of phlebotomy to 

ex-slave Richard Allen who bled 250 victims during the epidemic. 

This was the spirit of the man destined to be the spiritual 

father of the founders of Rush Medical College. 

The birth and development of a medical scho ol in a prairie 

village amon g herbalists, cha r latans and impetuous 

obstructionists was -far from being easy. The first substantial 

building was set up in 1844. Within its first decade Rush 

Medical School trained the 1st Black doctor to be graduated in an 

American Medical School. In more recent times, the first 4 Black 

deans of Howard Medical College beginning in 1929 earned 

Doctorate degrees from Rush Medical College and the University of 

Chicago. 
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The tragic and catastrophic event of Mrs. O'Leary's cow left 

little more than scorched earth. Rush then experienced its noted 

capacity for rising up out of the ashes. 

I must now tel 1 you· something of the coi ncidence of my own 

microcosmic hJ story with the st rugg 1 es and appa rent destiny of 

Rush Medical College. 

In 1907, America was celebrating its tricentennial of the 

1st permanent English settlement at Jamestown, Va. R.J. Reynolds 

marketed his first 5 cents can of Prince Albert Smoking Tobacco. 

It was s lightly curved to fit the hip pocke t of conten ted 

gentlemen of leisure and labor. If you were a gentleman of color 

in certain parts of the South purchases could be made only by 

asking for Mr. Pr i nce Albert Tobacco. 

I was 5 years old in 1907. Dr. John W. Jones, a colored 

phys ician stopped his 2-ho r se carriage in front of the Rev. Berry 

parsonage in Win ston-Salem , N.C. The purpose was to remove a 

needle from the heel of his oldest son, Leonidas. When the 

operation was over, pain relieved and my "sore" healed with 

ca rbolic acid, I announced to my mother that I was going to be a 

Dr. Jones. My ambition was further confirmed at age 13 years 
) 

when I passed in a school assignment with the signature, Leonidas 

H. Berry, M.D. 
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Near the end of high school when I knew I had to be a doctor, I 

have often recalled telling a pharmacist at a drug store, where I 

worked after school that I wanted to be the kind of doctor that 

finds out all about sickness and tells the other doctors what to 

do . In la ter years I realized that this was not arrogance but a 

crude innate desire for research and teaching. 

After a separate and unequal high school in Norfolk, Va. I 

was "sentenced" to an African Methodist College in Ohio. It was 

a good schoo l but facetiously known as a winter resort for 

incorrigible Methodist preachers sons. I studied as hard as I 

had to but, "I hadn't seen nothin yet" . 

Soon I found myself in Chicago, ambitious to enter the 

me dical school . The admissions officer didn't think much of my 

bachelors degree and probably less of the _person who owned it . A 

sympathetic dean of unclassified students arranged to have me 

take e xa minations in most of my previous college studies, and I 

was required to make B+ or above in certain graduate courses to 

get a University of Chicago Bachelors degree. This I did in the 

minimum time of one yea r and gained admission to the Medical 

School. As I entered on Cloud 9 in 1925, I found the prestigious 

Rush Medical Col l ege of the University of Chicago in full bloom. 
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I soon found that it was going to be harder to get out than it 

was to get in. The tuition was high. I worked daily after 

school to earn board and keep as did 2 others of Rev. Berry's 4 

children in college at the same 

pins in a bowling alley by hand. 

bowler was rolling the ball at 

setting them up. 

time. At one time I "sat up" 

Often I wasn't sure whether the 

the pins or at the guy who was 

Rush and the University of Chicago had enjoyed a symbiotic 

union for about 30 years in transition from a 2 year to a 4 year 

college with University status. The school had become a 

recognized leader in Medical education. Eva 1 uators spoke of 

Ha 1~ vard, Rush and Hopkins as the "big three" of Medical s chools. 

I enjoyed immensely the scholarly teachings of the Rush 

greats; the Maximow's James B. Herrick, Fantus and the 

reincarnation of Dr. Sippy, Ralph C. Brown. However, my sojourn 

there was not infrequently marred by differential experiences, 

characteristic of the times in American history, far worse in 

many other places. However li ke the indestructible institution 

that harbored me, I was usually able to weather the storm and 

g row in strength with each unfortunate experience. 



, 
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When the Dean announced that I was exempt from the required 

3 months clinical clerkship in hospitals, I protested but to no 

avail. So I decided to go out somewhere and somehow find my own 

clerkship. I found a Black proprietary hospital of 15 beds. I 

convinced the owner to let me move in. So rather than a 3 months 

clerkship, I acquired a two year clerkship working after school 

and evenings. As an added attraction, I solved the problem of 

lodging a n d had 3 meals a day of thin surgical soups. 

In the post graduate era, I found opportunities to teach. 

When clinical research opportunities were denied, I established a 

clinical laboratory next to my office for a considerable period 

at my own expense. 

In the early 1940's, Rush again fell victim to its pr~dators 

and hibernated in a wilderness of inactivity for about 3 decades. 

Then along came a Moses, the late Dr. James A. Campbell, a 

dynamic, dedicated man with great vision and administrative 

s kills. Rush, under his gui d ance again came up from the a shes . 

With the greatest rebirth of its magnificent history, it 

developed a n e w and expanded philosophy of growth and continued 

s ervice to all humanity. 

I a m pr o ud and thankful t o have 1 ived and observed the 

lengthening shadows of this grea t institution and as a "happy 

warrior " to loudly proclaim, so all may hear 

RUSH MEDICAL COLLEGE IS MY ALMA MATER. 
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