I believe that there is & consensus of scoeptability
around the country for the establishment of san "SCF" - meaning
Specialty Conventions Forum. This would be an organised effort
te set up an inforaal semi-seocinl forum each year st the time
and place of Specialty Conventions where members of the Nstiomel
Hedical Associatiea would be hosted Ly members of loeal Component
Sceleties to discuss probless of human relations in sedicine with
special reference to the given specizity. In an vnorgspiszed
fashion through the years, lecal physicians have given seocinl
affeirs for such visiting physicisns, Wo would now like to
organize it under the aegis of the Coupcil on Hedienl Nduention
 and Hgepitals -« especially simce this Council at the 70th com-
vontion was given the new function of handling sud helping teo
selve problems of the NMA regarding human rights and civil rights
in medienl practice.

At an sppropriate pro-arrsnged avening during these cole
ventions, aloag with sppropriate social amenities, the loeal
chairmen would conduet & forum on hospital staff problems withie
the apecislty; meaningful integration st the conventions amnd
within your Spegialty Society; counmeling with am aim toward help
in placement of Negro resideonts and beginning specinlists
in your Heeiety, imcluding distribution and area needs of young
specialists in the field; ecomtribution of information om oppor-
tenities for salaried apecislists sppoiniments to hospitals,
medienl faculties, other institutions, private practice; infor-
mation from comsunities which say need specialists or general
practitioners, thus aidisg nesr the grass roots the probles of
redistribution of doctors; settiang up » practicing ethieal code
with reference te the reception of youmg doctors in the cer=unity
to help thea get started. In a discussion at one Component



‘Boeiety, I learned the dilemaa of young trained specislists

- begisning practice on such problems as how mueh help to expect,
how such resistance to be aaticipated. 1 have found thet youmg
Regro specialists are discouraged to the point of getting out

ef the specislty for which they are trained when s little thoughte
fulness, or an organised plen of ethical code might do a grest
soervigce ~- aspecinlly should tha SCF counsel themselves om the
gontinuing battle for meapingful integration of physicians in
thelr community and of their patiemts. Tiis could be extended
to direct contacts of hospita The American Academy of Gomnerasl
Practice should be iavolved in muu wp an SCF group. Contact
of these activities should e made to the Council on HMedieal
Zducation chairman and vice varss,

I sm esking the sduinistrative secretary to use the
calendar whioh 1 »a forwardiag aad to place a2 sote on his sorres-
pondence schedule to potify s given specialty cheirmam of the
SCF sctivity, with a copy to the presideat of the Component
Socliety st the comvantion place two months shead of time, This
¢ould become fairly routine and sutomatic once estsblished. The
reguaest of the adainistrutive secretary is necesaary for come
tinuity since chairman of Councils change frequeantly. The newly
intagrsted members of the NiMA would sttend these Counelils sad
could be very helpful, Tiese foruas could become the “smoke-filled”
rooms where the real and meaningful decisions could be made to get
you Ga committoes and to hold offices in your Hoecinlty Sccieties
snd neaningful integration within your specislty and your loeal
bhogpitesls, You would send notes en yeur sctivities unn-
priate to the Journel of HUA from time to tiwe,

I prey that you will see the adventage and set this pro-
gram going iamediately., Yours for the best interest for the growth
of the NUA and improvesent ia bumen relations in sedicine.
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