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AME Churches. discuss health 
·problems facing blacks 

By PIERRE GUILMANT 
Are some black and poor Chicagoans' 

lives endangered -even lost - because 
they are unable to get to the specalized 
services offered at Cook County Hospital? 

This spectre was raised at a church
sponsored forum that crossed denomina
tional lines at Grant Methodist A.M.E. 
Church, 4017 S. Drexel ave. Some 500 peo
ple attendep the meeting for a look at 
health problems facing the black commu
nity. 

Despite the fact that the Chicago Health 
Care Systems Plan notes the barriers to 
receiving ambulatory care extends beyond 
a lack of availability of services, to a lack 
of of transportation for the elderly and 
disabled, it was learned that budget cuts 
imposed by te Cook County Board have 
eliminated transportation for these people, 
many of whom are disabled kidney and 
cancer patients. 

Unfortunatley, Cook County Commis
sioner John H. Stroger, who was to be 

· questioned on this matter, failed to attend 
the meeting and attendees were told to 

find out why. 
Without suggesting a vote against any 

incumbent commissioner, Dr. James Hor
ton, executive director of the Cook County 
Health and Hospital Governing Commis
sion, deplored budget cuts and advised 
concerned citizens to confront the commis
sioners before the Nov. 7 election. 

Removal of the ambulary transportation 
service could mean the end of ambulatory 
care and could mean increased - even 
permanent - bedtime for many requiring 
special treatments. 

Two other major factors brandished at 
the A.M.E.-sponsored forum were the 
shortage of black doctors and the sched
uled closing of tbe hospital's nursing 
school. 

A plethora of black doctors prevails in 
Chicago's black community and is very 
evident at Cook County were staffing ap
proximates 3 per cent black doctors in the 
80 per cent black facility. 

The Rev. Dr. Basil Foley, president of 
the A.M.E. Ministerial Alliance and pastor 
of Woodlawn A.M.E. Church, noted the vi

tal statistics of black doctors have 
changed for the worse since the early 
1930s when the ratio of doctors to popula
tion was 250 to 300,000, or 1 to 1,200. To
day, the same ratio is 256 to 1,000,000 or 1 
to 4,000. The Rev. Charles Spivey, pastor 
of Quinn Chapel A.M.E. Church, said the 
planned closing of the nursing school 
would effectively reduce the number of 
black nurses in the city. Most of the stu
dents nurses are black and private nurs
ing schools presently enroll token numbers 
of blacks. · - ; · 

If, on the other hand, black student 
nurses were trained outside the city, the 
protocol almost demands they give at 
least one year of their time after gradua
tion to their alma mater. 

The hospital commission plan to trans
fer the nursing program to the Chica.go 
City Colleges System would have little va
lidity because curricula for nursing train
ing has not been established despite the 
fact that Cook .County clinical facilities 
would continue to be ~sed. 
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