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The name African Methodist Episcopal Church was chosen at a time when
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there were only about 100,000 free men of African descent in America( quote
anf Review late '5& early '55),and the Fepublic itself was in
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its earliest infancy. The concept of Negro Americagf ¢ QIS S THAL Oan insearable
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development of America. ¥et the history and progress of the Negro contribu-
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Here and elsewhere is fragmentary evidence of the the fact/ that my
father was thrilled and inspired by the life stories and experiences
of his own father. Born as he was on a plantation in southern Mary-
land, probably of West African ancestry, destined to be a bond servant
for life but seeing and recognizing an opportunity, at the age of 20
years, to escape to freedom thru the swamps and flelds of St, Mary's
County. He boldly launched out by the light of day and courageously
turned his back forever E: the well-~guarded plantation of Tom Gardiner,
leaving there the shackles which until now mmnescapﬁmh
along with his mother, step-father, brothers, sisters and fellow
servants., The youthful John Miles was determined to effect his own
freedom and to join the ﬁ:ﬂrfgainst the slave states in the Wﬂr of
the %bellion.
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