
The church into which ';!X :a-.&er ·was bor an4" labored as a minister was 

one in which his parents~pioneered ~ propagating it~ \ rJtths and doctrines 

-.\~~0~te of Virginia. It was the one · i~which the girl he married was 

G~ "'' 'D~ ~-'c\CIAA2 He ~ met her when the both were in their- teens at Kittrell College, 

Kittrell, N. c., a bo(lrding 'ehool _ope~fted 'bY this huroh ot their heritage. 
·"" G)~o ?i ~o ~~--flieir~offspring~were born in this church. Four of u received five 

academic degrees' three earned d two honorary)trom Wilberforoe in Ohio, 

another college ot this Church. · t i as the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church. Essentially tts do rines are those prescribed and 

taught by John Wesley, the English Pro estant leader and his f'ollower$, who 
I' 9 .(.. • ¢=s . 

separated themselves from the lQhurch of England because:.or certai~lreatrict 
'no""' e.AJ e. V"-' I~ 

liberties in the worship ot God. It is rin«Uln'\ that t he. church of W~ley 
p o.>ra l.6 "" ' . t. o-( 

should itself eventually i$pose upon aome of its members c tain dis~rtl,d!na.tory
~ 

~estrictions of freedom and liberty the worship of God. ~he Methodists 

became guilty in principle of the same grievances for which they C$&t aside 

the Ccurch of England. ~ 
Richard Allen, along with Absolom Jones and a small group of others of 

Atrtcan descent, separated themselves because or racial discriminatory insults 

from old St. George's Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia. History 

records tha~l act was that of forcing Allen and Jones up from their 

knees while in the act of _J>raY.~r a.Qd ~1;ect1ng them from the main auditorium 
A~r~~ \(A..o.r l~~~~~ 

to the gallery • .!.f!fey then organized the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
cv-eeq 

in a blacksmith shop 1n the year 1816. Its mo:itto since the beginning has lbeen 
Cc;"' cse ~ ~+ ~-' 

"God our Father, Christ our Redeemer, Man our Brother." t!fothing in its creed 
' I ~ •I/II'-!( /-Y-dW\ ~ VV'-6tf 

or practie:_e,:s !las ever been racially discriminatory ~le ~rrow ~Et wordf), -.I 
~ ~i....~ ~ """'~ 

1 wro\e \:: "'- 1 ~ 
4 

e ... ._..
Dr. c. V C ~~man ia<_'WM4tng the .Preamble ~it'- the;\National Medical ~Association, 
~ov..N\~ e V\. ~ese O..~ o c...ro....~'- <?._., \Q..V\ ~"t9 \ V\ 
'1otez 

The name African Methodist Episcopal Church was chosen at a ~ime when 
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ther e were only about ioo,ooo free men or African descent in America( quote 

Amf Review late '5'4 early '55')" and the ~public itself was in 
() I-

i ts earliest infancy. The concept of Negro America.ti c oNS 1-:. Tl~ an inseparable 

segment of the totalAplerican culture was ~l~' unborn. The ('_\,~nurch _. that L -- -----r/ 

knew had little to justify the etimology of its original nam~yet in a 100 

years of its exis~ce the<diurch \had paralleled almost the total growth and 
€'f <WJU'""~ Q.. c-. $.) / 

development of America. ~ the history and progress of the Negro contribu-

tion to the American culture is synon7J1ous with the history and growth of the 

African Methodist Episcopal Church just as surely as the history and develop-

ment of modern civilization is synonymous with the growth and spread of the 

Christian religion. c ~t: Rv 1e, fJl.1., The name African Methodism may be out-moded3 
but it is~ixture and almos~le endary, having spread its tent~les to mapy 

WL \\. ,, 
parts ot the earth. It p s ource or i great l?Ialty and .pride. - A Sister ~ 
°'-5 \JJ ~ W\e..VV\'oQ..>rs c.\~ t"'-...1 -~~'G-V\. M~d..'-S\"C u.~ ~;-~,
that asked why don't you join ·the Catholic ChurchJ The answer ")fan•t change - )

1", T Cr a..s ~c.f ~ ... " l~fe 
now - ..1..ts in the blood • ~ even affects my walk1ng.-+'0 t 

1 I . the rustle ..
t , <v 

of my skirts seem.sto say :td'rican Methodist Episcopal Church. r.- ./) ev
~~~ 
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Here and elsewhere is fragmentary evidence of the tact that my 

rather was thrilled and inspired by the life stories and experiences 

ot his own rather. Born as he was on a plantation in southern Mar7-

land, probabl7 or West African ancestry, destined to be a bond servant 
~"'t

for life but seeing and recognizing an opportunity, at the age or-ao-

years, to escape to freedom thru the swamps and fields of st. Mar7 1s 

County. He boldly launched out by the light of day and courageously 
CS'v\ 

turned his back forever 1Je.- the well- guarded plantation of Tom Gardiner, 

leaving there the shackles which until now had c 

along with his mother, step- father, brothers, sisters and fellow 

servants. The youthtul John Miles was determined to effect his own 

freedom and to join the eQ!eS~ against the slave states in the ~'J.r of 

the ~bellion. 


	Box 1, Folder 11-10-1
	Box 1, Folder 11-10-2
	Box 1, Folder 11-10-3
	Box 1, Folder 11-10-4



