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Posrrron oF THE NarronNalL MEDIcCAL ASSOCTATION WITH

REFERENCE TO MEMBERSHIP IN ITS ORGANIZATION AND RACE

As PRESIDENT OF THE NH) I WAS CREATLY SURPRISED SEVERAL
DAYS ACO TO0 LEARN THAT A WHITE DOCTOR OF ITALIAN-AMERICAN
BACKGROUND, HAD LODGED FORMAL CHARCES OF RACIAL DISCRIMINA=-
T"TON AGAINST THE lNanwHamranw CEnNTrAL MEDTCcAL Socrery oF NEw

Yorxk, a4 componENT socIETY OF THE NMA. THESE CHARGES WERE

FILEDp wrre THE New York Commrssrown ow Hom Rrecmrs, OF
wHICHE EarL Brown Is mHE (COMMISSIONER.

SuBsSEQUENTLY [ HAVE BEEN ASKED F ENT OF POLICY

COMPONENT

FFERENCE T0 RACE. IN
ANSWERING THIS INQUIRY I HAXE HESITANCY IN SAYING THAT
1895 THE POLICY HAS BEEN
THE BASIS OF RACE., THE BEST
EXPRESS : ELARDING RACE IS PERHAPS THE
orr Pr. C. V. Roman, one or rue NMA
ARLY PRESIDENT, WHO SAID "PHIS A4SsocTa-

ED IN NO SPIRIT™ OF RACIAL EXCLUSIVENESS,
FOSTERT ETHNIC ANTAGONISMS, BUT BORN OF THE EXIGENCIES
oF THE AMERICAN ENVIRONMENT,"

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN ANY STATEMENT IN THE NMA Cownsrmrrumronw,

NATIONALLY OR LOCALLY, DIRECT OR IMPLIED, AIMED AT EX~-

CLUSION OF WHITE DOCTORS.



IT

THE PRACTICAL ASPECT OF THE MATTER HISTORICALLY IS THAT
THERE HAS BEEN IN THE PAST ONLY 4 TOKEN WHITE MEMBER HERE
AND THERE IN ONE OR TWO SOUTHERN COMPONENT SOCIETIES IN
THE LAST TWO OR THREE YEARS.

Ir Is LAMENTABLE THAT THE CHARGE OF RACTAL DISCRIMINATION
SHOULD BE RAISED ACAINST THE PREDOMINENTLY Nmcro NMA am
rers rIMeE. Own Aveusr 10, 1965 ween I BECAME PRESIDENT, I
ANNOUNCED DURING MY INAUGURAL ADDRESB-?H m ONE OF THE

PRINCIPLE GOALS OF THIS ADMINISTRATION WAULD BE INTERRA-

rron or *HE NMA. I aAPPOINTED ERSHIP RE-

CRUITMENT COMMITTEE TO 80k

JOINED. THIS WAS

TrusTEE BOARD.

PLEASED BECAUSK MANY OF THESE MEN ARE DOCTORS OR FACULTY
scyooLs 48 Yare, Howarp, CorweELL, U. OF
piAA scuse, U,or Maryrawp, U. oF CALIFORNTIA4,
CoLumBra ETc. SoME arE CIry OR SvamE HEaLmm COMMISSIONERS
AND ONE IS AN Assrsrant MEprcal Deanw,

Tue New YOrRK MATTER IS BEINC rurzsrrc;mzn; Ir 17 18

FOUND THAT ANY LOCAL COMPONENT OR CONSTITUENTANSOCIETY

oF mHE NMA APPEARS T0 BE REFUSINGC MEMBERSHIPS ON THE



IIr
BASIS OF COLOR, RELICION, OR NATIONAL ORGIN, SUMMARY
STEPS WILL BE TAKEN TO ADMIT ANY ETHICAL PRACTICING
PHYSICIAN DIRECTLY INT'O.'J'HE NMA orR T0 REVOKE THE

AFFILIATION OF THE SOCIETY CONCERNED.
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