
t 

PosrTlON OF THE NATION.AL MEDIC.AL AssocIA'T'ION wr,,.H 

REFERENCE 1'0 MEMBERSHIP IN ITS ORG.A.NlZA'T'ION AND RACE 

As PRESIDENT OF THE NJ1A l WAS GREA"'LY SURPRISED SEVERAL 

DAYS .A.GO 'r'O LE.A.RN "'RAT A WHr'1'E DOC'r'OP OF [7'.ALI.AN-AMET?.lC.A.N 

B.ACKGROUND, H.A.D LODGED FORM.At CHARGES OF RACIAL DISCR.llflN.A

'T'ION AG.A INST "'HE MANHA,,.,.,..A.N CEN,,.PA.t MEDICAL SocIE'T'Y OF NEW 

YORK, A COMPONEN"' SOCIETY OF THE NMA. ~HESE CHA.Regs WERE 

FILED WI"'H THE NEW YORK COHMISSlON ON 

WHICH E.A.~L BROWN rs "'HE CoMHissIONEn. 

SUBSEQUEN'r'LY J H.AYE BEEN .ASKED 

ON .ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

SOCIETIES OR LOCAL CH.APT 

.ANSWER ING 

SINCE '1'HE 

ONE OF NON-DIS 

'RIG H'1' S , 0 F' 

COHPONEN'T' 

IN 

,,. H.A,,. 

POLlCY H.AS BEEN 

RA CE. 'T'HE BES'T' 

AFtnING RACE IS PERHAPS 'T'HE 

FO 

V. Ron.AN, ONE OF ,,.HE Nl1A 

.ARLY PR.ESiflEN'T', WHO SA. ID "'PHIS .A.SSOCIA

NO SPlRl'T' OF PA.CI.AL gxcLUSIVENESS, 

0 E,,.HNIC .AN'1'.A.GONISMS, BU'T' BO~N OF 'T'HE P.XIGENCIES 

OF 'T'HE AKERIC.A.N ENYlRONr!EN'T'." 

THERE H.A.S NEYER BEEN .ANY S'T'.A'T'ElfEN'T' IN 'T'HE NJ1A CONS"'l'T'U'1'lON, 

N.A'T'ION.ALLY OR LDC.ALLY, DlREC'T' OR IMPLIED, .AIKED A'T' EX

CLUSION OF WHITE D0C"'0RS. 
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THE PR.A C'T' I CA. L A SPE C"l' OF THE 11.d 7"1''ER HI S'1'0R IC.A LL Y IS 'T'H.A,,. 

THERE HAS BEEN IN '1'HE P.A.S'1' ONLY A 'T'OK~N WHITE MEMBER HERE 

.AND THERE IN ONE OR TWO SOUTHERN COMPONEN'1' SOCIE'T'IES IN 

THE LAST TWO OR '1'HREE YE.A.RS . 

IT rs L.A.MENr,J.A.BLE TH.AT THF: CHARGE OF RA.CT.AL DTSCRlMlN.A.'1'ION 

' SHOULD BE RAISED A.G.A.INS'1' "'HE PREDOMINEN'T'LY NEGRO NMA A"' 

THIS 'T'IME . ON AUGUST 10, 1965 WHEN I r!E PRESTDENrr, J 

ONE OF ,,.HE ANNOUNCED tJURTNG MY INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

PRINCIPLE 

'T'ION OF 'T'HE NMA . I 

CRUI'T'HEN'1' COMMI'T''T'EE 

WHI'1'E D0C'1'0RS AS 

JOINED . 'J'HIS 

TRUS7'EE BOARD . 

WHITE D0C'1'0RS 

LD BE lN'T'EIHlA.-

U'1'S'r'ANDING 

DOC'T'ORS WHO HA YE N0'1' 

HousE OF DELEGA.,,.ES AND 

50 OU'1'S'1'AND ING 

AUGUST OR THEIR .A.PPLTC.A.'T'lONS 

GENERA.LLY rs VERY 

p 

M 

MANY OF 'J'HESE 1'1EN ARE DOC'T'ORB OR 11.A.CUL'T'Y 

SCHOOLS A.S YALE, HOW.A.RD, CORNELL, U. OF 

U. OF' MARYLAND, U. OF C.ALIFO'F?.NIA, 

COLUMBIA E'T'C . SOME A.RE CI'1'Y OR S'T'A'T'E HE.A.L"'H COMMISSTONERS 

.A.ND ONE rs A.N Assrsr.A.N"' MEDICAL DE.AN. 

"'HE NEW YORK H.A.,,..'T'ER rs BEING INVES'1'IGA."'ED . !F' l 'J' rs 

FOUND TH.A."' ANY LOCAL COMPONEN'T' OR C0NS'1'!'1'UEN~ S0ClE'T'Y 

OF THE NMA APPEARS "'0 BE REFUSING 1'1EHBERSHIPS ON 'T'HE 
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BASIS OF COLOR, RELIGION, OR NA~IONAL OR~IN, SUMMARY 

STEPS WILL BE TAKEN ro ADMIT ANY E~HTCAL PRAC~ICING 

PHYSICIAN DIRECTLY IN~O THE NllA OR ro REVOKE THE 

AFFILIArION OF THE S0CIE~Y CONCERNED . 


	9802976_00007_00005_00038
	9802976_00007_00005_00039
	9802976_00007_00005_00040

