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There v7as a vell in thc churchﬁgt old St, James that rang
cut to summon the peoplc to worship on Sunday rorning. ‘e
‘remember tiic inharmonious sound of church bells sinmultancously ring-
ing from all arcun? thc tovm -- sone far, sone near, sone ruffled,

others cleqp/,,ne“q\and there e hear? z chime vwhichh played a

which the other accompanying chimes nearby

ounterpoint. It 211l created an atmosvhere

faniliar 3bred Lun
enphas ze‘\as if.in
of sercn*t”\3aa,ﬁoruhipfniness throughout the comrmunity,
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LAt our Acuuw, hqfeV"“, itxras a signal %o get on a little
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aster with the dar es§1ng for Sﬁnduj School anﬂ the preparation for
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unday norninz bre a¢¢\kt apd’ fénll /wo”snl at the table, a ritual

~._../’
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which vas never omitted in Re //bd§”“'~ household, A a mathter of {
/ \ <
fact, preparation for ths Séf guh n“ﬁ r=ally bezun on Szturday
with specizl house cleaning éﬁﬁ;tge nériormance of all routin
5707 C%ess?tv would

daily taks so that only the chores of absolute
PIRETYEL] . |
have to be carri:d out on SundayFV FEL_IIUBLLETEUONY

l‘eanvhile, Father hzd spent Saturday sf% rnoon in the juietude
,\;
of his study preparing hissermon, or to use hio own ords -=- V"get-
ting myself together.,” This was 2 familiar phrase vhich reant

ety
to us come anything short of fire or high ﬁéter, he was not to be

disturbed, The last things for us at ni ;ht were likely to be
polishing five or six pairs of shoes, a bath, and alternating

with
glances at the Sunday School lesson emd the funnics.,
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Mother was the first to rise on Sunday mornings as on other

mornings. Hers vas the responsibility of completing Sunday dinner,
which hed alreccdy been started the nisht before, with the setting

of rolls to rise. Breakfast for eight had had to be prepared
befoqu’M)a“went off to Hampton Institute, Then there wvere

only seviep but relieved mother of a strong right arme Usually

4t vas g patter of all hands on deck to make up beds, sct the
dining room table and get drecssed, After four boys had Sews
individual four-in-hand knots to tiej in

ter, four pairs of
high shoes %0 lace, four pairs of b ed stocking to pull

up to the knee while eight legs of shrunken Wpite union suits

were pushed down to the anl /e were lucky, there were

unbroken straps to anchor. foot and eight elastic garters

to hold stockings above our Xice We could now don our knickers

(ff@V; Ye all assempled togethe Father,. dressed in ministerial

dfessed for Church, sat at the opposite-
end, TH¢n followed\ Seripture reading, prayer and breakfast, and
| ay School at 9:15, By eleven o'clock, Mother
. church for the adult services.
[ We have v*vid memories of the impressive Christian services
at old St. James, We can close our eyes now and see that, 1mmacgla§e~1
robed’, choi;:with its extraordinarily beautiful and harmonious

v
voic;% singytﬁeg%rocessional, "Come Ye That Love the Lord, and

r“‘@,}.
Mary Simwons, leading the sopranos, Eva Archeg/tge altos, Bud

McCoy or Williejidl{grd/ the tenors, and Frank Greenleaf Eéils }f/f

he bassos.
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Let Yourw “Be Known, -Rejoice, Give Thanks, and Sing," with i
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Rev, L, Le Berry, the pastor, in dramatic and reverent
tones then announced the hymn "Praise God from Vhom Ail
Biessings Flovw" to be sung by both the choir and cong_:regation.
Prayer offered by an officer of the Church was a Methodist
custom in those days. So on this Sunday morning Brother
Painter (%) was celled upon to lesd the Congregation in
prayer:

Y You, AYou spoke to ‘the sea,
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Lamb,y" by Hathanlel Dett
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