
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ative Voic es: Native 

N A T I O N A L  L I B R A R Y  O F  M E D I C I N E ® 

www.nlm.nih.gov/nativevoices 

An Exhibition 

Peoples’ Concepts of Health and Illness is a 

uni que ex hib i tio n c ur r e n t l y on v ie w a t th e 

National Librar y of Medicine, on the Bethesda, 

Mar yland campus of the National Institutes of 

Health.  It examines health and medicine among 

contemporary American Indians, Alaska Natives, 

and Native Hawaiians, and explores the connec­

tion between wellness, illness, and cultural life 

through a combination of interviews, ar twork, 

objects, and interactive media. 

Honoring the Native tra­

d ition of or al hi s tor y, NL M ha s ga t h er e d a 

multitude of healing voices from across the coun­

try so that you can hear their stories in their own 

words. Healers, elders, and other key f igures 

describe how epidemics, loss of land, and the 

inhibition of culture in the 19th and 20th centuries 

affect the health of Native individuals and com­

munities today. Still, there are encouraging signs. 

Native Voices pr esent s an inspiring s tor y of 
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renaissance, recover y, and self-determination, 

and shows how the Native Peoples of the US 

use b oth traditional and Wes tern methods to 

enhance health and wellness. 

Exhibition topics include: 

• Native views and definitions of health and 
illness; 

• Native views of the Land, Food, Community, 
the Earth/Nature, and Spirituality as they 
relate to Native health and illness; 

• The role of traditional healing in Native 
American culture today; 

• The role of traditional healing in American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian 
history; 

• The relationship of traditional healing and 
Western medicine in Native communities; 

• Native stories about the practice of healing; 

• The role of Native Americans in military 
service as an element of pride, honor, and 
commitment to tribe and country, and healing 
support for returning Native veterans; 

• Native economic and cultural issues that affect 
the health of Native communities; and 

• Current work by Native communities to 
improve their health conditions. 

On ex h ib i t i s a t e n -f o o t 

model of the Hokule`a voyaging canoe that has 

significant historical and healing importance and 

a healing totem carved by Lummi Indian master 

carver Jewell James, the sculptor of totem poles 

honoring the victims of the 9/11 tragedy. 

Visitor Information 

www.nlm.nih.gov/nativevoices 

www.nlm.nih.gov 1 888-346-3656 
8600 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20894 02/2015 
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