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2022: 24 Years of the Virtual Health Library (VHL)

• Brief history

• Main achievements

• The way to the future



Anguilla, Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, British 
Virgin Islands, Dominica, Guyana, Jamaica, Puerto 
Rico, Saint Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad & Tobago (13)
Argentina, Bolivia, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panamá, Paraguay, Peru, 
Republica Dominicana, Uruguay, Venezuela (19) 





MedCarib 
Network in 
the CRICS/VHL

• CRICS (Regional Congress 
on Health Sciences 
Information) & VHL
(Regional Coordination 
Meeting of the Virtual 
Health Library)

• 2018 CRICS X and VHL7

https://www.crics10.org/en/
https://crics10.org/bvs7/en/


2022: 24 Years of the Virtual Health Library (VHL)

• Main achievements, some aspects:
▪ VHL in the Caribbean countries towards the sub-regional Caribbean VHL; 

▪ VHL in the Region and its importance for the national health institutions 
(Ministry of Health, Health Secretariats, Academy and others); 

▪ The thematic instances of the VHL that are strategic (Traditional, 
Complementary and Integrative Medicine – TCIM, Nursing, Scholarly 
Communication in Health Sciences); 

▪ Main sources of information of the VHL: LILACS (Latin America and Caribbean 
Literature on Health Sciences), DeCS/MeSH (Health Science Descriptors); and 

▪ Some access statistics



2022: 24 Years of the Virtual Health Library (VHL)

The Network

Institutions and professionals 
working in the collective 
construction of the VHL contributing 
to the democratization of access and 
use of health information 



2022: 24 Years of the Virtual Health Library (VHL)



Main types of VHL

• National and/or Thematic National – Argentina (5), Brazil (22), 
Bolivia (3), Colombia (1), El Salvador (1), Cuba (1), Costa Rica (1), 
Honduras (1), Guatemala (1), Equador (1), Panamá (1), Paraguay (1), 
Peru (1), Venezuela (1), Porto Rico (1), República Dominicana (1), 
Uruguay (5)

• Institutional – Argentina (2), Brazil (6), Peru (2), Uruguay (3)

• Regional – MTCI (16 countries), Enfermería (8 countries), Caribbean
(English Caribbean)









Main sources 
of 
information 
of the VHL



LILACS - Latin America and Caribbean Health Sciences Literature



DeCS/MeSH Health Sciences Descriptors









Some VHL access indicators



The democratization of access and 
visibility of scientific knowledge in 
health in countries are the most 
important achievement.

In 2021 more than 12,5 million 
users from countries around the 
world accessed the VHL via the 
Regional Portal 



2022: 24 Years of the Virtual Health Library (VHL)

• The way to the future:

▪ Innovation

▪ Maturity Assessment Instrument

▪ International standards in science and technology

▪ Open-source tools to implement the VHL

▪ Methodology constantly updated following international standards

▪ Infrastructure as a service



The Virtual Health Library (VHL) is an information 
management model based on collaborative work and 
networking, applied to the creation, organization and 
dissemination of information and scientific and 
technical evidence in health, that aims at providing 
access to information and scientific evidence in 
health to users from the health sectors, contributing 
to narrowing the gap between knowledge and 
practice in Latin America and Caribbean (LA&C) 
countries and also for the Portuguese speaking 
countries. The outcomes of this initiative might 
impact the following SDGs:

• 3 – Health and Well-Being; 

• 4 – Quality Education; 

• 10 – Reduced Inequalities; and 

• 17 – Partnership for the Goals.



CRICS II – Challenges of the information era: agents and users
São Paulo, Brazil. October 18-20, 1994

CRICS X - Advancing towards the 2030 Agenda: Contributions of evidence and knowledge
São Paulo, Brazil. December 04-06, 2018

CRICS IX – eHealth – Reaching universal access to health
Washington, D.C. US. October 22-24, 2012

CRICS VIII – Information and scientific knowledge for health innovation
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. September 16-19, 2008

CRICS VII – Commitment to equity
Salvador, Brazil. September 20-23, 2005

CRICS VI – Knowledge for decision making: scientific and technical information for health decisions
Puebla, México. May 5-9, 2003

CRICS V – Knowledge for change: information & knowledge for health equity
La Habana, Cuba. April 25-27, 2001

CRICS IV – Information networks: a bridge to the third millennium
San José, Costa Rica. March 25-27, 1998

CRICS III – Interconnection of information technology: the future nexus
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. October 16-18, 1996

CRICS I – Health Sciences Information in Latin America and the Caribbean: current situation, 
new trends and the application of modern information technologies
São Paulo, Brazil. October 14-16, 1992

CRICS XI and VHL 8

http://crics1-2.bvsalud.org/
crics10.org
crics10.org
http://www.crics8.org/php/index.php?lang=es
http://www.icml9.org/?lang=es
http://crics6.bvsalud.org/es/homepage.htm
http://crics5.bvsalud.org/
http://crics4.bvsalud.org/
http://crics3.bvsalud.org/
http://crics1-2.bvsalud.org/


Thank you


