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Objective and Audience
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Objective
This webinar will introduce 
changes made to MeSH for 
2024 and discuss how they 
may impact you as a 
PubMed searcher.

Audience
PubMed searchers, librarians, 
catalogers who are familiar 
with MeSH’s structure (Main 
Headings, SCR, ET, etc.) 



MeSH Database
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Agenda

1. Overview

2. Examples of New & Updated Terms
a) Viruses

b) Crustacea

c) Neoplasms

d) Social Sciences

e) Reptiles

3. Collaborative Project

4. Q&A panel
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Overview

Annual MeSH Processing for 2024 MeSH. NLM Tech Bull. 2023 Nov-Dec;(455):e3.



Overview: Stats

30,764
MeSH Main Headings

311
New Main Headings

322,838
Supplementary Concept Records
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367
New SCRs



New MeSH Headings by Branch
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MeSH in Cataloging
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MeSH in Cataloging2

Use of 2024 MeSH in Cataloging. NLM Tech Bull. 2023 Nov-Dec;(455):e4.



Examples of
New & Updated Terms
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Viruses 1

Respiratory Syncytial Viruses

[2023]

RESPIRATORY SYNCYTIAL VIRUSES
[ET] CHIMPANZEE CORYZA AGENT(S)
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Viruses 2

Respiratory Syncytial Viruses

[2024]

RESPIRATORY SYNCYTIAL VIRUSES
[ET] CHIMPANZEE CORYZA AGENT(S)

[ET] ORTHOPNEUMOVIRUS(ES)
[ET] RSV RESPIRATORY SYNCYTIAL VIRUS



Variations of entry terms

[ET] ORTHOPNEUMOVIRUS
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14Variations of entry terms 2

[ET] RSV RESPIRATORY SYNCYTIAL VIRUS

RESVERATROL?    ROSUVASTATIN?
RADIATION SYNOVECTOMY? ROUS SARCOMA VIRUS?



The MeSH Database is your friend.
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Viruses 3
INFLUENZAVIRUS A

ALPHAINFLUENZAVIRUS[MH]



Viruses 4
[ET] INFLUENZAVIRUS A

[MH] ALPHAINFLUENZAVIRUS
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MeSH 2024 Influenzavirus A Example 
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MeSH 2024 Influenzavirus A Example 2



MeSH Database: Results List, Scope Notes
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Crustacea 1

Image from Colbourne JK, et all.

DAPHNIA
  DAPHNIA PULEX 

[SCR 2023]



Crustacea 2

Image from Colbourne JK, et all.

DAPHNIA 

DAPHNIA PULEX [MH 2024]

DAPHNIA MAGNA [MH 2024]

Automatic Explosion



MeSH Database Record: Daphnia
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Neoplasms 1

PANCREATIC NEOPLASMS
  PANCREATIC CARCINOMA

[SCR 2023]



Neoplasms 2

[2024]

PANCREATIC NEOPLASMS
  [ET] PANCREATIC CARCINOMA

ADENOMA, ISLET CELL
CARCINOMA, ISLET CELL
CARCINOMA, PANCREATIC DUCTAL
PANCREATIC INTRADUCTAL NEOPLASMS
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MeSH 2023
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Pancreatic Carcinoma Example 1



27

MeSH 2024
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Pancreatic Carcinoma Example 2



Demo: MeSH Database
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/mesh


MeSH Changes and PubMed Searching Class 29



Social 
Sciences 1
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[2023]

POLITICS 
[ET] VOTING
 DIPLOMACY 
 ENVIRONMENTALISM 
 LOBBYING 
 POLITICAL ACTIVISM 
 STAKEHOLDER PARTICIPATION 



MeSH 2023 voting



Voting as Main Heading 32

Social 
Sciences

[2024]

POLITICS 
 DIPLOMACY 
 ENVIRONMENTALISM 
 LOBBYING 
 POLITICAL ACTIVISM 
 STAKEHOLDER PARTICIPATION
 VOTING 
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MeSH 2024 Voting Main Heading in Search 
Translation
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Reptiles 1

[2023]

SNAKES
ALETHINOPHIDIA

BOIDAE 
COLUBRIDAE 
ELAPIDAE 
VIPERIDAE
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Reptiles 2

[2024]

SNAKES
ALETHINOPHIDIA

BOIDAE 
COLUBRIDAE 
ELAPIDAE 
VIPERIDAE

VENOMOUS SNAKES
ELAPIDAE 
VIPERIDAE



MeSH 2023: snakes
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MeSH 2024 Venomous snakes
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New MeSH Terms on
PSYCHOLOGICAL STRESS
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COPING SKILLS
EMOTIONAL EXHAUSTION
JOB SECURITY
MEDIA EXPOSURE
MEDICAL NEGLECT
PSYCHOLOGICAL GROWTH
ROLE CONFLICT
SUBJECTIVE STRESS
TIME PRESSURE
FINANCIAL STRAIN
PSYCHOLOGICAL RECOVERY
RESILIENT RESPONSES
SELECTIVE ATTENTION
…and more!



NLM Office Hour
PubMed & Automated Indexing
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February 28, 2024
1 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. ET



Q&A with Experts
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Thank you! 

See you next time:

• MeSH Changes and PubMed 
Searching Class, 1/25, 1 p.m. ET

• NLM Office Hour, 2/28, 1 p.m. ET

www.nnlm.gov/training 

http://www.nnlm.gov/training


How to Get Your MLA CE
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