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Proximity Searching

• Search for multiple terms appearing in any order within a 

specified distance of one another in the [Title] or 

[Title/Abstract] fields.

• Proximity searching can be particularly helpful when 

searching for concepts that may be represented in multiple 

ways, or to capture variations of a phrase.



Patient Physician Relationship



Proximity 

Search 

Syntax

"search terms"[field:~N]

• search terms = Two or more words 

enclosed in double quotes

• field = The search field tag for the [Title] or 

[Title/Abstract] fields

• N = The maximum number of words that 

may appear between your search terms



Proximity 

Search 

Syntax
(continued-2)

"search terms"[field:~N]

• search terms = Two or more words 

enclosed in double quotes

• field = The search field tag for the [Title] or 

[Title/Abstract] fields

• N = The maximum number of words that 

may appear between your search terms



Proximity 

Search 

Syntax
(continued-3)

"search terms"[field:~N]

• search terms = Two or more words 

enclosed in double quotes

• field = The search field tag for the [Title] or 

[Title/Abstract] fields

• N = The maximum number of words that 

may appear between your search terms



Proximity 

Search 

Syntax
(continued-4)

"search terms"[field:~N]

• search terms = Two or more words 

enclosed in double quotes

• field = The search field tag for the [Title] or 

[Title/Abstract] fields

• N = The maximum number of words that 

may appear between your search terms



Proximity 

Search 

Syntax
(continued-5)

"search terms"[field:~N]

• search terms = Two or more words 

enclosed in double quotes

• field = The search field tag for the [Title] or 

[Title/Abstract] fields

• N = The maximum number of words that 

may appear between your search terms



Proximity 

Search 

Syntax
(continued-6)

"search terms"[field:~N]

• search terms = Two or more words 

enclosed in double quotes

• field = The search field tag for the [Title] or 

[Title/Abstract] fields

• N = The maximum number of words that 

may appear between your search terms



Searching for citations where “hip” and “pain” appear in the 

Title/Abstract field with no more than 2 words between them



Searching for citations where “hip” and “pain” appear in the Title/Abstract 

field with no more than 2 words between them (continued-2)



Searching for citations where “hip” and “pain” appear in the Title/Abstract 

field with no more than 2 words between them (continued-3)



“Quoted phrase not found in phrase index”

Use N=0 to find citations with terms directly next to each other



“Quoted phrase not found in phrase index”

Use N=0 to find citations with terms directly next to each other (continued-2)



“Quoted phrase not found in phrase index”

Use N=0 to find citations with terms directly next to each other (continued-3)



“Quoted phrase not found in phrase index”

Use N=0 to find citations with terms directly next to each other (continued-4)



“Quoted phrase not found in phrase index”

Use N=0 to find citations with terms directly next to each other (continued-5)



Getting Help with Proximity Searching

• PubMed User Guide:
https://pubmed.gov/help/#proximity-searching

• Proximity Searching Tutorial:
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/oet/ed/pubmed/quicktours/

proximity/index.html

• Proximity Searching Technical Bulletin:
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/nd22/nd22_

pubmed_proximity_search_available.html

https://pubmed.gov/help/#proximity-searching
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/oet/ed/pubmed/quicktours/proximity/index.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/oet/ed/pubmed/quicktours/proximity/index.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/nd22/nd22_pubmed_proximity_search_available.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/nd22/nd22_pubmed_proximity_search_available.html


Write to the Help Desk

Reach out to the NLM Help Desk 

with questions, feedback, and 

suggestions for the PubMed Team.

https://support.nlm.nih.gov/

https://support.nlm.nih.gov/


Questions?
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