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1994 ELHILL® Enhancements

This issue of the Technical Bulletincontains
information about new features that will be
introduced in the 1994 system. The Library has
added several new features to make the retrieval of
data from the databases in 1994 easier and more
efficient. Three new pre-explosions have been
introduced into MeSH (page 15). A new Country
(CY) field has been added for the country of
publication, replacing the old ZN field (page 18).

The ability to use file transfer protocol (ftp) will be
of interest to Internet users who are participants in
the Automatic SDI currentawareness program (page
25). There is a separate article on topics related to
Year-End Processing. Update Schedules for many
of the databases are listed in Appendices A-C.

Searchers are urged to read the issue carefully and
then try the new capabilities in their searches after
the system becomes available on December 13,
1993.

Lois Ann Colaianni

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES e Public Health Service » National Institutes of Health
National Library of Medicine




SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1993

NLM TECHNICAL BULLETIN

NLM
TECHNICAL
BULLETIN

Head, MMS
Carolyn B. Tilley

Co-Editor
Toby G. Port

Co-Editor
Mary Herron

Technical Notes Editor
Marcia Zorn

Direct Inquiries to:
MEDLARS Management Section
National Library of Medicine

Bldg., 38A, Rm. 4N421
Bethesda, Maryland 20894
(800) 638-8480

MEDLARS Inquiries:
mms@nlim.nih.gov

Grateful Med Inquiries:
gmhelp@gmedserv.nim.nih.gov

CONTENTS
NOT COPYRIGHTED
FREELY
REPRODUCIBLE

The NLM Technical Bulletin is
an administrative document
sent to formal members of
NLM's MEDLARS Online
Network.

MEDLARS® TOTAL

DATABASE RECORDS
ELHILL® COMPUTER

AIDSDRUGS 189
AIDSLINE®* 91,071
AIDSTRIALS 525
AVLINE® 25,948
BIOETHICSLINE® 39,849
BIOTECHSEEK 3,980
CANCERLIT® 992,475
CATLINE® 719,259
CHEMID 267,994
CHEMLINE® 1,170,493
DENTALPROJ™ 786
DIRLINE® 15,112
DOCUSER® 13,845
HEALTH 700,507
HISTLINE® 111,984
MEDLINE®** 1,328,077
MEDS5 1,687,582
MEDS0 1,388,631
MED75 1,278,668
MED66 1,986,323
MESH VOCABULARY FILE® 90,998
NAME AUTHORITY FILE® 393,697
PDQ®

POPLINE® 201,824
SDILINE® 29,738
SERLINE® 82,151
TOXLINE® 1,220,764
TOXLINES5 705,394
TOXLIT® 1,205,705
TOXLIT65 586,405

DATES
COVERED

JAN 80-DEC 93

THRU 1993
JAN 73-SEP 93
JAN 90-NOV 93
JAN 63-OCT 93

THRU 1993

JAN 75-NOV 93

JAN 90-DEC 93
JAN 85-DEC 89
JAN 80-DEC 84
JAN 75-DEC 79
JAN 66-DEC 74

1993

THRU OCT 93
1970-OCT 93
NOV 93

THRU OCT 93

1981-1993
PRE 1965-1980
1981-1993
1965-1980

*N.B. FILE IS UPDATED WEEKLY; THIS IS PART 4 OF 5.
**N.B. FILE IS UPDATED WEEKLY; THIS IS PART 4 OF 4.

TOXNET® COMPUTER

CCRIS 5,062
DART™ 18,141
EMIC 5,819
EMICBACK 75,886
ETICBACK 49,593
GENE-TOX 2,933
HSDB® 4,372
IRIS 647
RTECS® 120,871
TRIB? 79,634
TRI8S8 86,496
TRI8Y 85,860
TRI 90 84,707
TRI91 82,294

TRIFACTS 326

DATE LAST

UPDATED

16
23
07
21
24
02
02

21
06
20
02
18
14
02
02

23
03
24
17
19

23
23
29
09
23
07

09
03
09
01

04
12
07
08
08

06
13
01
15

03
13
04
06
20
10

OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
SEP

OCT
OCT

OCT
FEB
FEB

93
93
93
93
93
93
93

93
92
93

MAY 92

SEP

OCT
OCT
OCT

OCT
AUG
JUL
JUL
JUN

OCT
OCT
JUL

OCT
OCT
OCT

OCT
APR
OCT
SEP

OCT
OCT
OCT
SEP
JUL

OCT
OCT
OCT
AUG

AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG

93
93
93
93

93
93
93
93
93

93
93
93
93
93
93

93
93
92
87

93
93
93
92
90

93
93
93
93

93
93
93
93

MAY 93

APR

92

LATEST
UPDATE
TAG

9309(EM)
9312(EM)
9309(EM)
9310(EM)

9311(EM)
9310(EM)

9302(EM)

9311(EM)
9310(EM)

9312(EM)

9310(EM)
9311(EM)

9310(EM)

9310(EM)
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Technical Notes

Enhanced Rubric Alert Added for Serious
Dosage Errors

NLM is now adding a rubric (explanatory
commentary) in the title field to call attention to an
erratum notice of a potentially serious dosage error.
For example:

TI - Treatment of progressive metastatic prostate
cancer [published erratum of serious dosage
error appears in Oncology (Huntingt) 1993
Jun;7(6):2]

The wording distinguishes it from notification of
other published errata cited by NLM in the title
field, such as:

TI - New Alzheimer’stherapy suggested [news]
[published erratum appears in Science 1993 Jul
2:261(5117):15]

Publisher errors in numerical data on units of
measure, dosage, size of clinical and experimental
controls, epidemiological populations, etc.,
occasionally occur in titles, texts and abstracts.
NLM indexing policy has held since 1988 that after
aneditor or publisher prints a formal erratum notice,
NLM will apply a rubric in the title field and also
correct the error if it occurs in the online citation.
Theenhanced rubric for serious dosage errors should
be especially helpful toalertusers of the MEDLINE
data if the dosage error is in the graphics or other
text of the article, and not online.

Eliminating Transaction Detail Sheets for
Master Accounts

Eachmonthinvoices and depositaccount statements
accompanied by transaction detail sheetsare sent to
U.S. MEDLARS code holders who have performed

searches in MEDLARS databases. Effective with
the October invoices and statements mailed mid-
November, NLM is eliminating the transaction
detail sheets for Master Accounts only. Master
Accounts have charges generated from more than
one code “mapped” to a single (master) code and
reported in a single invoice. To reduce paper and
simplify invoicing, NLM will provide a summary
list with the total dollar amounts used by each code
during the month in place of the transaction detail
sheets. It is hoped that this will also help master
account holders with management of accounts.

New NLM Pricing Schedule

The NLM pricing schedule is reissued in Appendix
L. The changes reflect the new files available for
tape distribution and the addition of automatic SDI
FTP charges in the online pricing algorithm chart
(see FTParticle, page 25 of this Technical Bulletin).

NLM Locator System Available via the
Internet

NLM Locator isthe new online catalog interface for
searching CATLINE, AVLINE, and SERLINE data,
and it is now available via the Internet. There is no
charge for searching Locator via Internet.

Toaccess Locator, setterminal emulationto VT100,
telnet to:

locator.nlm.nih.gov

andenter locator (lower case) atthe “login” prompt.
Locator sends Internet users their selected records
as an e-mail message at the close of the session,
rather than printing results locally.

Questions or comments may be submitted through
the “Electronic Suggestion Box” selected from
Locator’s main menu.


http:locator.nlm.nih.gov
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Database Update Schedules, 1994
NLM Computer Holiday Schedule, 1994

The database update schedules for 1994 are
published in Appendices A, B, and C. Appendix G
isthe NLM computer holiday schedule for 1993-94.
These lists are printed on only one side so that they
may be removed from this issue and posted near a
searcher’s computer.

Ninth International Conference on AIDS
Abstracts

There were 5,132 abstracts from the Ninth
International Conference on AIDS added to
AIDSLINE on September 8, 1993, during the 9311
Entry Month (EM). The Conference, in affiliation
with the Fourth STD (Sexually Transmitted
Diseases) World Congress, was held in Berlin,
Germany, June 6-11, 1993. As with previous
meeting abstracts, all the information available in
the published abstract volume is included in the
online citation.

Notice to AIDSLINE Automatic SDI
Subscribers

In the past, it has been NLM policy to exclude most
meeting abstracts from the Automatic SDI search
results processed against the AIDSLINE database.
Beginning with the 9311 Entry Month production
of Automatic SDIs for AIDSLINE in October,
meeting abstractsare included in the printed results.
Meeting abstracts are being added in a more timely
fashion which should prove beneficial to users.

An announcement will be placed on the last three
lines of the first page of each search (inthe “banner”)
to give one month’s advance notice for each set of
special conference meeting abstracts to be added.
However, directions for excluding meeting abstracts
will be given only in the online news for the
International Conference on AIDS. If you do not
want to retrieve meeting abstracts, alter the last line

of your final search statement. For example, if you
did not want meeting abstracts from the Ninth
International Conference on AIDS, you would:

1. Display your existing stored strategy, then print
it.

2. PURGESEARCH the existing stored strategy.

3. Re-key the strategy with a new final line, in this
case:

AND NOT ICA9 (SI)

Note: If you purge and store on the same day, be
sure to make the name of the new stored search
different. It is sufficient to vary the name of the
search by one character (letter or number) to
make the new name unique.

4. Check online (DISPLAY searchname) the next
day to verify the strategy has been purged.
Remember that searches are only purged overnight,
and an old strategy must be purged before reusing
the name for a new or changed search strategy.

If you prefer to exclude all meeting abstracts from
your SDI(s), including those fromthe CANCERLIT
updates, you should add the following to your final
search statement:

AND NOT MEETING ABSTRACT (PT)

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact
MEDLARS Management by phone, 1-800-683-
8480 (voice mail system, press “3” from the main
menu); via fax, 301-496-0822; or via Internet,
mms@nlm.nih.gov.

Abridged Index Medicus List of Journals
Indexed

The September through December 1993 issues of
the Abridged Index Medicus (AIM) show both
Hospitals and Hospitals And Health Networks
among the journal titles in the AIM List of Journals
Indexed. Infact, the latter title is a continuation of
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the former, Hospitals, which ceased with the May
20, 1993 issue. However, because many users may
assume that the journal titles listed in any one issue
of AIM include all journals indexed during the year,
we will continue including both titles in the 1993
lists, even though the title, Hospitals, is no longer
valid.

Suspicious Looking Pagination

What may appear to be incorrect pagination of a
citation (with an article ending on a page in advance
of where it begins) may indeed not be if the journal
article is not written in the English language, but an
English abstract is included in that issue. NLM
indexers report that in some foreign language
journals, the English language abstract is not printed
with the article, but is printed in the front of the
journal instead. If the front pages are unnumbered,
then no direction is given in the citation to find that
English abstract. However, if the pages are
numbered, the pagination for such a citation will
look like this:

SO -Rev Port Cardiol 1993 Jul-Aug;12(7-8):
605-9, 599

where the article itself is on pages 605-9, but the
English abstract is printed on page 599.

English abstracts may also be printed together in the
back of the issue. Inthis case, the citation looks less
suspicious (more like a routine continuation page),
for example:

SO - Harefuah 1993 Apr;124(8):474-7, 527

Training Videotape for GRATEFUL MED
Now Available

“A Closer Look at Grateful Med 1993,” anew video
tutorial for PC Version 6.0 Grateful Med users, has
been created by the NN/LM New England Region
at the University of Connecticut Health Center

(Region 8). The 25 minute VHS tape is now
available for $12.95, which includes shipping and
handling charges. Toobtainacopy, sendapurchase
order, check, or money order (credit cards are not
accepted) payable to Video Files at the following
address:

Video Files

Suite T-4

1101 Arlington Blvd.
Arlington, VA 22209

For more information about the content of the tape,
call the National Network of Libraries of Medicine,
1-800-338-7657.

Updated Phones List Available

The October 1993 updated Phones List is now
available in multiple formats. Copies are available
as files from the Grateful Med Bulletin Board
System (BBS); directions for downloading can be
found in Bulletin 15 on the BBS. Internet users
may anonymous ftp these files from
gmedserv.nim.nih.gov (ip address: 130.14.12.2).
Thefilesare located inthe/grateful/ phonesdirectory
on gmedserv. The files are broken down
alphabetically by state into four sections: A-C, D-
L, M-0O, and P-W. You only need to download the
section that includes your state. 1f youwould prefer
a paper copy, mail or fax a request to:

Phones List

MEDLARS Management Section
National Library of Medicine
8600 Rockville Pike

Bethesda, MD 20894

FAX: 301-496-0822

New E-mail Address for TOXNET
Questions

There is a new e-mail address for questions
concerning TOXNET and its files:

toxmail@tox.nlm.nih.gov
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A reply will be sent to the user’s e-mail address
unless a phone number with a request for a phone
call is included with the query. This address has
beenadded to the list of Internet addresses routinely
found on the back cover of the Technical Bulletin
for your future reference.

New Mailing Address for the Middle Atlantic
Regional Medical Library

The new mailing address for the New York Academy
of Medicine is 1216 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY
10029. The Library of the New York Academy of
Medicine is the Regional Medical Library for the
Middle Atlantic Region, Region 1, of the of the
National Network of Libraries of Medicine. It is
also the Online Training Center for Regions 1, 2 and
8. The phone numbers remain the same.

New Drug Information File Added to PDQ

The PDQ database was updated November 1, 1993
to include a new Drug Information section. Drug
Information can be found as number eight on the
Main Menu which now makes number nine
CANCERLIT Searches and number 10 Exit. The
new file includes information on the pre-clinical

activity, mechanism of action, applications, dosages/
schedules, adverse reactions, and interactions/
interferences, for 11 investigational drugs. Because
information on investigational drugs is not readily
availabletothose outside of the research community,
its addition to PDQ gives practicing physicians
important information about new drugs that are
under investigation. New drug summaries will be
added to PDQ as they are developed by the PDQ
Investigational Drug Board.

Correctiontothe 1994 NLM Online Services
Training Schedule

There was an error in the NLM Online Services

Training Schedule by Site of Training Class printed

in the July-August 1993 issue of the Technical
Bulletin, page 43. Under the training site for Detroit,

Michigan, the month should read MAR instead of
FEBsothat MAR 14-16, MAR 17,and MAR 18 are

the dates for the classes.

Online Codes Map
A new Online Codes Map showing distribution of

code holders within the United States is provided in
Appendix H. O
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Year-End Processing

Introduction

Each year, MEDLINE, its Backfiles, and other
MEDLARS databases are updated to reflect changes
in the Medical Subject Headings (MeSH)
vocabulary. These changes in the MeSH
terminology reflect the evolving vocabulary of
healthcare and biomedical sciences. NLM also
makes other changes asrequired to database records.

Some searchers will have to make changes to their
stored searches used for current awareness retrieval
in NLM’s Automatic SDI program. Generally,
Grateful Med users do not have to take any direct
actionas aresult of Year-End Processing. All users
may be assured that the annual changes to the
vocabulary and other changes made to NLM
databases serve to improve search retrieval.

New MEDLINE Backfile Configuration -
1994

During 1993 Year-End Processing, all citations
published in 1990 or earlier will be pulled from
MEDLINE and placed in the appropriate Backfiles.
MEDLINE Backfiles and their years of coverage
will change again in 1994 with the introduction of
a new Backfile called MED89. The primary dates
of coverage for MEDLINE and its larger Backfiles
for 1993 will be as follows:

Eile Aliases Coverage
MEDLINE MED 1991-1994
MED89 M89, BACKS89, B89  1989-1990
MED85 M85, BACKS85, B85  1985-1988
MED80 M80, BACKS80, B80  1980-1984
MED75 M75, BACK75, B75 1975-1979
MEDG66 M66, BACKG66, B66  1966-1974

The updates for the IBM PC and Apple Macintosh
versions of Grateful Med, expected to be distributed

in early 1994, will have files to cover the Backfile
changes as well as the 1994 MeSH terms.

1994 MeSH

MEDLINE, the MEDLINE Backfiles, SDILINE,
HEALTH, and BIOSEEK files are expected to be
available online with 9401 Entry Month (EM) data
onMonday, December 13,1993. The CANCERLIT
9312 (EM) update should also be available online
onDecember 13,1993, with 1994 MeSH vocabulary.
CATLINE and AVLINE are also expected to be
updated with 1994 vocabulary on December 13,
1993. At that time, all searches using MeSH in
these databases should conform to any changes
introduced with the 1994 Medical Subject Headings.
AIDSLINE is expected to be available with 1994
vocabulary sometime on or after January 11, 1994,
Other files using MeSH vocabulary (i.e.,
BIOETHICS, POPLINE, TOXLINE,
DENTALPROJ, and AIDSTRIALS) will be
maintained for 1994 vocabulary at later dates. Watch
future issues of the Technical Bulletinand the
online NEWS for announcements.

Changes to the MeSH vocabulary for 1994 are
reflected in the various lists contained in the
introduction to the Medical Subject Headings-
Annotated Alphabetic List, 1994. This publication
isavailable fromthe National Technical Information
Service (NTIS); ordering information was provided
inthe July-August 1993 Technical Bulletin [Editors
Note: See related article, “Coming Attractions -
MeSH” in this issue on pages 15-17.]

STORESEARCHes, Automatic SDIs, and
Saved Searches

All stored searches, including Automatic SDI stored
searches and saved searches, should be reviewed
for the impact of any changed and new 1994 MeSH
headings. Please refer to the Year-End Processing
Schedule on pages 11-12 of this issue.
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SDILINE Automatic SDI Searches -
MEDLINE Database

SDILINE Automatic SDI stored searches requiring
revision due to 1994 MeSH vocabulary changes
must be deleted and restored by Thursday, December
2,1993, in order to receive correct retrieval against
the January SDILINE (9401 (EM)) database.
Automatic SDIs for the 9401 (EM) SDILINE will
be processed beginning on or about Saturday,
December 4, 1993. Searchers should execute their
STORESEARCHes online between November 15,
1993 and December 10, 1993, to examine retrieval.
During this time, the December 1993 SDILINE file
will contain 1994 MeSH terms, so that searchers
canruntheir STORESEARCHes againstthisrevised
SDILINE to check correct operation of stored
strategies against the new vocabulary. Only
SDILINE will have 1994 vocabulary terms on
citations during this time period; MEDLINE and
other databases will not.

Inorderto check correct operation of stored searches
during this designated period, searchers should:

1. First, record the number of citations retrieved
for each stored search as processed by NLM in the
Automatic SDI Program for the December 1993
SDILINE (9312 (EM))with the 1993 vocabulary.
(The number of citations retrieved is listed on the
front of each SDI printout received. The name of
the stored search is the title of the printout.)

2. Beginning November 15, searchers should go
online and run each SDILINE stored search against
the December SDILINE, which will contain the
same citations but will reflect 1994 MeSH
vocabulary. (Stored searches may be executed by
typing the stored search name online qualified by
(SN). Be sure you are connected to SDILINE.)

3. Compare the postings retrieved with the counts
recorded earlier. If the number of citations (i.e.,
postings) retrieved is not equal to the number
received in the 9312 (EM) SDILINE printouts with

1993 vocabulary, searchers may assume the stored
search has been affected by a 1994 vocabulary
change.

4. Searchersshould also display the strategy. Use
the command DISPLAY with the stored search
name. Do not use the (SN) qualifier. For example:

DISPLAY S601 HEART DISEASE

5. Check the terms in your strategy against the
various lists of new and replaced MeSH headings
which are contained in the introductory section of
the Medical Subject Headings - Annotated
Alphabetic List,1994. Three of the four lists of new
headings (“New Medical Subject Headings with
Scope Notes,” “New Medical Subject Headings by
Subcategory,” and “New Medical Subject Headings
with Previous Indexing”) contain only those
headings that were not in the 1993 MeSH. They do
not include new forms of existing headings; these
appear in the list titled, “Replaced Medical Subject
Headings with Replaced-By Headings.”

On the list titled “Replaced Medical Subject
Headings with Replaced-By Headings - 1994,”
termsdesignatedasP (Print Entry Term) or N (Non-
Print Entry Term) may still be used as search terms
and remain in any stored/saved search. Terms
designated as C (Supplementary Chemical Term)
may remain but must be qualified with (NM).
Those terms with no status indicator may not be
used as search terms and must be deleted from all
stored and/or saved searches.

Tree numbers should be checked in the Medical
Subject Headings - Tree Structures, 1994. Chemical
Abstracts Service (CAS) Registry Numbers (RN)
and Names of Substances (NM) should be checked
in the online NEW MESH database (type FILE
NEW MESH) which contains the 1994 MeSH
vocabulary. If the strategies are not too long,
searchers may want to type them in line-by-line and
evaluate any No Postings messages to isolate the
problem area.
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6. Purge searches requiring changes
(PURGESEARCH searchname). For example:

PURGESEARCH S601 HEART DISEASE

Then store the revised strategy (STORESEARCH
searchname). For example:

STORESEARCH S601 HEART DISEASE

Note: If you purge and store on the same day, be
sure to make the name of the new stored search
different. It is sufficient to vary the name of the
search by one character (letter or number) to
make the new name unique.

7. All revised SDILINE search strategies for
Automatic SDILINE processing should be stored
by December 2, 1993, to ensure correct processing
of 9401 (EM) SDILINE Automatic SDIs.

Other Databases with SDI Service

Other files that have Automatic SDI service are
HEALTH, CANCERLIT, CATLINE, AVLINE,
AIDSLINE, POPLINE, and TOXLINE. These do
not have an equivalent of SDILINE; therefore, it is
not possible to follow the procedures described
above for the SDILINE database. You should
carefully review any strategies you may have stored
for execution by NLM against these databases for
possible vocabulary revisions and restore by the
dates listed for each database.

HEALTH and CANCERLIT SDIs

The HEALTH and CANCERLIT databases are
also expected to be updated with 1994 MeSH
vocabulary on December 13, 1993. Review and
restore any affected searches by December 10. The
HEALTH update expected on December 13, is
9401 (EM); the CANCERLIT update expected on
December 13,is9312 (EM) but it uses 1994 MeSH.

NLM plans to run these Automatic SDIs during the
week of December 13.

AIDSLINE SDIs

AIDSLINE is expected to be updated with 1994
vocabulary sometime after January 11, 1994.
Changes to Automatic SDI stored searches run
against the AIDSLINE 9401 (EM) should be made
no later than January 7, 1994.

CATLINE and AVLINE Automatic SDIs

The CATLINE and AVLINE databases are also
expected to be updated with 1994 vocabulary on
December 13, 1993. Automatic SDIs for these
databases (with December 1993 dates of entry) are
scheduled to be processed on or about January 3,
1994. Changes to Automatic SDI stored searches
run against these databases should be made no later
than December 31, 1993.

POPLINE SDIs

POPLINE SDI stored searches should not be
changedyet. Please see future issues of the Technical
Bulletinand the online NEWS for announcements
about the introduction of the 1994 vocabulary.

TOXLINE SDIs

TOXLINE contains MeSH vocabulary on the
TOXBIB, BIOSIS, and DART subfiles. Stored
search strategies for TOXLINE that contain MeSH
headings should be reviewed for 1994 MeSH
vocabulary changes. Any changes to these strategies
should be reviewed and restored by December 7,
1993. NLM plans to run TOXLINE/TOXLIT
Automatic SDIs against 9312 (EM) data on
December 9, 1993.
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Beginning with the 9312 (EM) TOXLINE update
in December, records added to both the TOXBIB
and the BIOSIS subfiles will contain 1994 MeSH.
1993 MeSH termswill remainon TOXBIB, DART
and BIOSIS records from earlier entry months until
the entire TOXLINE file is regenerated sometime
in February or March 1994 which means searchers
need to incorporate both years of vocabulary for

comprehensive searches. Please be advised that
any EXPLOSIONSs in the TOXLINE files will use
the 1994 trees if the EXPLODE (EXP) command is
followed by a MeSH term. If you need a 1993 tree
you must EXP that number. Watch the ELHILL
Online NEWS and the Technical Bulletinfor the
date of the regeneration of the TOXLINE file. [
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Year-End Processing Schedule: File Updates and

October 23, 1993:

November 13-14, 1993:

November 15 -

December 10, 1993:

December 2, 1993:

December 4, 1993:

December 7, 1993:

December 9, 1993:

December 10, 1993:

December 11-12, 1993:

Automatic SDIs

December 1993 MEDLINE/SDILINE 9312 (EM)with 1993 MeSH vocabulary
available online.

SDILINE unavailable in order to implement this database with 1994 MeSH
vocabulary.

December 1993 SDILINE available, containing 9312 (EM)
data with 1994 MeSH. STORESEARCHes should be executed online.

Last day to revise and restore strategies in time for 9401 (EM) SDILINE
Automatic SDIs.

The 9401 (EM) SDILINE Automatic SDIs are expected to be processed on
or about this date.

Last day to revise and restore strategies in time for 9312 (EM) TOXLINE/
TOXLIT Automatic SDIs.

The 9312 (EM) TOXLINE/TOXLIT Automatic SDIs are expected to be
processed on or about this date.

Last day to revise and restore strategies in time for 9401 (EM) HEALTH and
9312 (EM) CANCERLIT Automatic SDIs.

The NLM computer will be unavailable for searching over this weekend so
that the 1994 MEDLINE, SDILINE, HEALTH, CANCERLIT, BIOSEEK,
CATLINE, and AVLINE databasesand MEDLINE Backfiles may be installed.
PDQand DOCLINE willalsobe down. The TOXNET computer is unaffected.

Note: If the installation of the 1994 databases proceeds smoothly, it is possible that the computer will be
brought back online early, that is, on either December 11 or 12, with the 1994 databases ready for
searching. These dates are provided as guidelines so searching schedules may be planned.

December 13, 1993:

December 13, 1993:

Class-maintained MEDLINE and HEALTH databases available online with
9401 (EM) update data. 9401 (EM) SDILINE available online. The
CANCERLIT database class-maintained and updated through 9312 (EM)
should also be available online on this date. These databases, the MEDLINE
Backfiles, BIOSEEK, CATLINE and AVLINE should be searched using
1994 MeSH vocabulary.

The 9401 (EM) HEALTH and 9312 (EM) CANCERLIT Automatic SDIs are
expected to be processed on or about this date.
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December 31, 1993:

January 1, 1994:

January 3, 1994:

January 7, 1994.

January 11, 1994:

Lastday torevise and restore strategies in time for December 1993 CATLINE
and AVLINE Automatic SDIs.

The 9402 (EM) SDILINE Automatic SDIs will be processed on or about this
date.

December 1993 CATLINE and AVLINE Automatic SDIs are expected to be
processed on or about this date.

Last day to revise and restore strategies in time for 9401 and 9402 (EM)
AIDSLINE Automatic SDIs.

9401 and 9402 (EM) AIDSLINE Automatic SDIs will be processed on or
about this date.



NLM TECHNICAL BULLETIN

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1993

Coming Attractions -
ELHILL 1994

(effective December 13, 1993)

New database: HSRPROJ

A new database, HSRPROJ (Health Services
Research Projects), isscheduled to be made available
to online searchers in 1994. This database, similar
in structure to DENTALPROJ, will contain
information on over 1600 ongoing research projects
in health services research, funded by both public
and private organizations and agencies.

Enhancement of Searching by Country of
Publication

The ZN (MeSH Z Tree Number) data element for
country of publication will be deleted and replaced
by the Country of Publication or Country (CY) data
element in MEDLINE, MEDLINE Backfiles,
AIDSLINE, HEALTH, SDILINE, BIOSEEK,
HSTAR, and POPLINE citations. In addition, a
new group of Country of Publication Pre-Explosions
(PX) will be made available. See separate article on
pages 18-24.

Revision of ID Data (Grant Numbers)

Data in the ID (ldentification Number) field in
MEDLINE and other MEDLARS databases will be
replaced using a revised table of grant and institute
abbreviations that contains new and changed entries.
Searching techniques will remain the same as
announced last year. Watch for the revised table of
search values in the November-December issue of
the Technical Bulletin

Streamlining the Secondary Source
Identifier (SI) Field in MEDLINE

Introduction

The Secondary Source ldentifier (SI) field was
introduced intothe MEDLINE record in 1988. (See
the article on page 1 of the April 1988 Technical
Bulletin) The Sl field contains an abbreviation
representing the name of a molecular sequence
databank and the accession number for a specific
molecular sequence (if anaccession number is cited
inthearticleorif NLM hasaddeda GENBANK link
during Year-End Processing). The format used is:

Databank abbreviation/Accession number
For example: GENBANK/J00207

Ifanarticle listsadatabank but noaccession number,
only the abbreviation for the databank will be entered
inthe multiply-occurring Sl field. Therefore entering
GENBANK (SI) will retrieve all articles that have
sequence data deposited in GenBank. Entering
GENBANK/J00207 (SI)will retrieveall MEDLINE
citations on the particular molecular sequence with
that accession number in GenBank.

Coverage

Although the SI field was created in 1988,
retrospective indexing has been done periodically
and entries for GENBANK (SI) may be found in
older MEDLINE records back to 1966. In these
cases, NLM has received machine-readable Sl data
from databank producers which is matched to the
appropriate MEDLINE record by MEDLINE
Unique ldentifiers (Ul). Therefore, a journal article
may or may not have a specific accession number
listed in its text. The presence of an SI means more
information may always be found in the cited
databank, even though it may not necessarily be in
the text of the article.
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Changes in Indexing Policy Prompted by
Databanks’ Cooperation

Current policy among the three major nucleotide
databanks is to share data. GenBank receives daily
uploads of sequence records from the European
Molecular Biology Laboratory Data Library
(EMBL) and the DNA Data Bank of Japan (DDBJ).
The end result is that all three files have exactly the
same sequence records with identical accession
numbers within days of the original creation.
Therefore, an accession number searched in any of
these three databanks will retrieve the same
information. In order to stop duplicate keying of
this data in MEDLINE and redundant occurrences
in the Sl field, EMBL and DDBJ will cease to be
valid values beginning with data for the Entry
Month 9401. Articles containing molecular
sequence datafrom EMBL or DDBJwill be assigned
a GENBANK tag with the accession number.

Retrospective data in all affected MEDLARS files
with entries in the Sl field of EMBL or DDBJ will
be converted to GENBANK effective with the 1994
system being implemented in mid-December 1993.
Therefore, all searching from 1994 forward for a
DDBJ, EMBL, or GenBank accession number

should be done by using the GENBANK label
followed by a slash and the accession number and
qualified by (SI) e.g.:

GENBANK/J00207 (SI)

Eliminating the Human Gene Mapping
Library (HGML) Tag

For 1994