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Candidate Name:  Howard S. Goldberg 
 
Affiliation:  Partners Healthcare Systems 



Statement of Interest—Implementation and Education Committee 
Howard S. Goldberg, MD Partners Healthcare System Boston, MA 
 
I am an informatician with over twenty years of academic and commercial experience.  I am an Assistant 
Professor at Harvard Medical School and currently manage informatics infrastructure services for 
Partners Healthcare, which include enterprise terminology services, decision support services, and 
interoperability services.  I am a long-time researcher into the clinical application of biomedical 
ontologies and controlled terminologies. Our pioneering operational use of SNOMED CT throughout the 
Partners system for both clinical terminology and the underpinning to clinical decision support serves to 
demonstrate the critical importance of a solid terminology foundation to the clinical enterprise. 

 It has been my pleasure to serve three terms on the Content Committee.  Over the past six years, the 
Content Committee has supervised the development of processes for product development, project 
prioritization, and made recommendations to the Management Board on strategic directions for 
IHTSDO.  With the evolution of the new Observables hierarchy integrating with LOINC, the revised 
Substances hierarchy integrating with CHEBI, and the revised Anatomy hierarchy reflecting the richness 
of the Foundational Model of Anatomy, the Content Committee has guided the maturation of SNOMED 
CT into formidable resource for diverse domains in healthcare and the life sciences.  

I would be delighted to continue my active association with IHTSDO as a member of the Implementation 
and Education Committee.   We now have an opportunity to exploit the rich relationships and ontologic 
properties of SNOMED, beyond its current application as a healthcare dictionary, to create an exciting 
new generation of clinical software.  I was recently able to facilitate a dialog between IHTSDO and the 
Association of Medical Directors of Information Systems to begin to explore how SNOMED CT might 
enhance clinical computing functionality in the EHR.  I&E plays the essential role in identifying, 
investigating, commissioning, and disseminating innovative reference implementations of SNOMED.  I 
am enthusiastic to work with I&E to engage the academic and vendor communities to both accelerate 
broad SNOMED adoption and push the envelope with new demonstrations for decision support and 
clinical reporting as I have done within my home institution.  We have reached an inflection point where 
successful dissemination of innovative reference applications of SNOMED can influence the next 
generation of EHR and other products, with a potential global impact on clinical practice and outcomes.



 

  



  



Candidate Name: Robert McClure [Incumbent] 
 
Affiliation:  MD Partners, Inc. 
  



 
  



 



  



Candidate Name: Rachel Richesson 
 
Affiliation:  Duke University School of Nursing 



Statement of Interest for IHTSDO Implementation and Education Committee, 
Rachel Richesson, August 1, 2014 

 
I appreciate the opportunity to serve on the IHTSDO Implementation and Education Committee. During 
my past service on the IHTSDO Implementation and Innovation Committee (2009 – 2010), I had the 
opportunity to witness the formation and growth in the IHTSDO and to develop relationships with 
individuals representing other member countries. Since my first IHTSDO appointment, I have taken a 
new position at Duke University that has given me exposure to health care systems data and national 
research networks aimed at comparative effectiveness research and pragmatic clinical trials using EHR 
data. As a result, I am now more versed in the issues of SNOMED CT in clinical systems. In addition, my 
new teaching responsibilities have allowed me to gain new skills and experience. Therefore, I am better 
able now to contribute to both aspects - Implementation and Education - of this very important IHTSDO 
committee.  
 
I have more than a decade of experience in the identification and implementation of data standards for a 
variety of multi-national multi-site clinical research and epidemiological studies, including the NIH Rare 
Diseases Clinical Research Network (RDCRN) and The Environmental Determinants of Diabetes in the 
Young (TEDDY) study. In the past year, I have taken additional leadership positions in national networks 
that will be using EHR data for interventional and observational research.  I co-chair the Phenotyping, 
Data Standards, and Data Quality Core for the NIH Health Care Systems Research Collaboratory, a 
demonstration program for the transformation of clinical trials based upon use of electronic health records 
(EHRs) and healthcare systems partnerships. In this role, I am developing standardized approaches and 
guidance for the extraction of clinical data to support research and learning healthcare systems, and I see 
an important role for SNOMED CT. In addition, I co-lead the Rare Diseases Task Force for the national 
distributed Patient Centered Outcomes Research Network (PCORnet), specifically promoting 
standardized EHR-based condition definitions (“computable phenotypes”) for rare diseases, and helping 
to develop a national research infrastructure that can support observational and interventional research for 
various types of conditions. I think SNOMED can play a pivotal role in identifying patients for treatment 
and research protocols, and I think that coalitions of rare disease advocacy groups may advocate for – and 
drive – the increased use of SNOMED CT in clinical systems. 
 
My qualifications for the committee are also strengthened by my academic affiliation and more recent 
teaching training and experience since my move to Duke. I am currently an Associate Professor at the 
Duke University School of Nursing and have been teaching graduate nursing and informatics students the 
mechanics and use SNOMED CT for the past 2 years and have developed an appreciation for the 
importance of education in the adoption of complex controlled terminologies such as SNOMED CT. 
 
I have also conducted original research on the quality and usability of various terminological data 
standards, including SNOMED CT, in the context of clinical research. I have presented dozens of posters 
and invited talks on the topic of data standards in clinical research studies, and have had several 
manuscripts published on the topic in high impact peer reviewed journals such as the Journal of the 
American Medical Informatics Association.  
 
I believe that I can bring to the IHTSDO a multi-faceted perspective and a demonstrated understanding of 
coverage and implementation requirements for the use of SNOMED CT in various settings. Because of 
the variety of studies that I consult with, I have exposure to representational and technical requirements 
across a spectrum of research and delivery settings, application contexts, users, patient age groups, and 
disease populations. Furthermore, my participation in the research and informatics activities of the Duke 
University Medical Center and School of Nursing since my move here 2 years ago have brought me new 
qualifications and a readiness to contribute to this exciting committee. 
  



 
  



  



Candidate Name: Ram Gouripeddi 
 
Affiliation:  Department of Biomedical Informatics, University of Utah 



 

  



 



  



Candidate Name: Sukhbir Singh 
 
Affiliation:  U.S. National Library of Medicine 
  



Sukhbir Singh  

Statement of Interest: Implementation and Education Committee 

While working on improving US Extension SNOMEDCT release process, there were many times 

that I wished things were designed little differently with ITIL (Information Technology Infrastructure 

Library) in mind.  For starters, there is no development guide or comments in the Workbench code to 

help new developers, which makes really hard for junior developers and they constantly need guidance.  

For not having documentation in the workbench code, developers have to contact international 

workbench developers for every code related issues, which sometimes takes more for then a day or two 

for getting answers while we have to put the release process on hold.  After attending IHTSDO Tooling 

Service conference call and viewing the roadmap for services, I was eager to provide my insights from 

my previous services experiences.  

 I have worked in private and government sectors for past six years and gained valuable 

experience in Service Oriented Architecture (SOA).  There are many times when a service oriented 

project is delivered on time, but it’s entirely different than what the users anticipated.  Most of the time, 

a project is started on time and later decisions are made for changes due to new requirements or other 

unforeseeable reasons.  With my experience in leading SOA related projects, I can provide the right 

guidance so there are fewer changes and we steer the project in right direction to meet our end goal.  

Also, I have experience in ITIL process, which will help aligning IHTSDO tooling services with the needs of 

business and providing the right documentation or training for new developers. 

 In the long run, streamlining the development and release process of SNOMEDCT would help 

achieving goals of current and future IHTSDO members.  A strong development platform and a precise 

education program would also help new developers.  Currently, I’m working on a second release of US 

Extension of SNOMEDCT and aware of all the missing sections that are required for working toward a 

successful release. If provided the opportunity to be a member of this committee, I would make sure 

that all the missing requirements are successfully implemented.  Also, I will help IHTSDO to start moving 

toward using ITSM (Information Technology Service Management) or ITIL processes, so that everyone 

can benefit from technology related projects provided by IHTSDO.   

  



 

  



 

  



Candidate Name: Amy Wang 
 
Affiliation:  Intelligent Medical Objects 
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