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VSAC Users’ Forum

VSAC Collaboration Tool



VSAC stakeholders need tooling that supports 
interactive and centralized collaboration among VSAC 
authors and collaborators,  as well as notification of 
changes.

Purpose of VSAC Collaboration:
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• Share threaded discussions about value sets

• View posted value set expansions

• Organize value sets by team’s workflow

• Receive VSAC Collaboration activity emails

VSAC Collaboration provides a central content 
management site for teams to:



Discussion Threads: 
Each Collab Site Automatically Populates 

with Default Topics
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All Collaboration Site Members Can Participate 
in Discussion Forums and Create New Topics

5



6

Invite Additional Collaborators to 
Your Value Set Collaboration Site
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• All users of VSAC Collaboration must have a UMLS License.
• The value set’s author and steward groups in VSAC are automatically 

members of each value set’s VSAC Collaboration site. 
• Stewards manage collaboration site members and invite additional 

members.
• Anyone with a UMLS License can request membership to a Collab site, 

subject to steward approval.
• Stewards choose to restrict or open collaboration site membership and 

may create a private (unfindable) or open (findable) Collab site.

How do VSAC Collaboration memberships and 
permissions work?
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Edit, Make 
Corrections, Save 
and Approve Your 

Value Sets

Collaboration Workflow Overview



Create Your VSAC Collaboration Sites
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CREATION 
METHOD NAME

LOCATION USE CASE

VSAC Authoring Tab: Editing screen of one 
value set. Collaboration menu, Create 
Site, Post Value Set Details.

Create a single value set for which I 
need collaborative input in VSAC 
Collaboration.

CUSTOM Authoring Tab: ‘My Value Sets’ or 
‘Search All Value Sets.’ Filter/select 
desired value sets and Create Site. Post 
Value Set Details.

My team needs to discuss several 
value sets together. Useful for 
Value Set Harmonization. Useful for 
value sets with a common usage.

HQMF Collaboration Management Tab:
[Create HQMF Based Collab Site] to 
import your locally saved HQMF file.
“MU2 Management” stewards have 
“My Collaboration Sites” table 
prepopulated with collab sites 
containing value set details for all 93 
eCQMs.

Manage value set development 
and QA for all value sets contained 
in my measure.
Manage eCQM value set annual 
updates and QA. VSAC has 
prepopulated HQMF Collab sites 
for each of the 93 eCQMs.

Three Creation Methods for Collaboration Sites
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Create a ‘VSAC’ (single value set) Collaboration Site 
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CREATION 
METHOD NAME

LOCATION USE CASE

VSAC Authoring Tab: Editing screen of one 
value set. Collaboration menu, Create 
Site, Post Value Set Details.

Create a single value set for which I 
need collaborative input in VSAC 
Collaboration.



CREATION 
METHOD NAME

LOCATION USE CASE

CUSTOM Authoring Tab: ‘My Value Sets’ or 
‘Search All Value Sets.’ Filter/select 
desired value sets and Create Site. Post 
Value Set Details.

My team needs to discuss several 
value sets together in one Collab 
site. Useful for Value Set 
Harmonization. Useful for value 
sets with a common usage.

Create a ‘Custom’ Collaboration Site 
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CREATION 
METHOD NAME

LOCATION USE CASE

VSAC Authoring Tab: Editing screen of one 
value set. Collaboration menu, Create 
Site, Post Value Set Details.

Create a single value set for which I 
need collaborative input in VSAC 
Collaboration.

CUSTOM Authoring Tab: ‘My Value Sets’ or 
‘Search All Value Sets.’ Filter/select 
desired value sets and Create Site. Post 
Value Set Details.

My team needs to discuss several 
value sets together. Useful for 
Value Set Harmonization. Useful for 
value sets with a common usage.

HQMF Collaboration Management Tab:
[Create HQMF Based Collab Site] to 
import your locally saved HQMF file.
“MU2 Management” stewards have 
their “My Collaboration Sites” table 
prepopulated with collab sites 
containing value set details for all 93 
eCQMs.

Manage value set development 
and QA for all value sets contained 
in my measure.
Manage eCQM value set annual 
updates and QA. VSAC has 
prepopulated HQMF Collab sites 
for each of the 93 eCQMs.

Three Creation Methods for Collaboration Sites
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Create Site, then Post Content
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Post Value Set Details from 
VSAC to Collaboration Site

Create Collaboration Site



Post Value Set Details to Collab Site
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Post Value Set Details to Collab Site
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Post Value Set Details to Collab Site
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Trigger posting to Collab by events you define.

…or post to Collab 
on demand



Post Value Set Details to Collab Site
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Post Value Set Details to Collab Site
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Scenario #1: eCQM Annual Update
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I want to manage value set development 
and quality assurance for the annual 
update of a CMS Clinical Quality Measure.



Scenario #1: eCQM Annual Update
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Collaboration Management for Steward=‘MU2 Management’
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Collaboration Site Details: 
Link Directly to Collaboration Site URL
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Your Personal Collaboration Dashboard
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The first time each day that you log in to VSAC 
Collaboration, your first Collaboration page will 
be your personal dashboard page. From here 

you can choose your collaboration sites in 
which you would like to work.



Example eCQM Collaboration Site
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Sample Workflow for eCQM Annual Update 
(VSAC Authoring and Collaboration)
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=Collab

=VSAC



View Value Set Details posted from VSAC
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Preloaded Measure Excel Spreadsheet
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Sample Workflow for eCQM Annual Update 
(VSAC Authoring and Collaboration)
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=Collab

=VSAC
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Post Value Set Expansions to Collab

Write a note for your 
collaboration site Blog

Use VSAC Auto Expansion 
for latest code systems. 

Use 2016 MU2 Expansion 
Profile when ready .



Review steward-updated QA Reports for All 
Value Sets in a Measure
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Preloaded Measure Excel Spreadsheet
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Review Current QA Status of All Value 
Sets in this Measure
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Click on hyperlinked value set name to go 
directly to that value set’s tab in this worksheet 

and review the errors and warnings.



Review Code Statuses, QA Messages and 
Remap Info for Value Set with Warnings
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Go to VSAC Authoring to make needed code changes in a value set. 
Save, Submit and Approve revised value set, then post these value set details to Collaboration.

Review Code Statuses, QA Messages and 
Remap Info for Value Set with Warnings



Sample Workflow for eCQM Annual Update 
(VSAC Authoring and Collaboration)
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=Collab

=VSAC



Assign Tasks to Yourself or Collab Members
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1. Choose Workflows I have Started
2. Please select a workflow: Assign a new task to yourself or a colleague (e.g.,)
3. Write a message/instructions to your collab member
4. Select a dues date and priority.
5. Assign to one of your collab members, click (+) icon next to member’s name
6. Start Workflow.



Manage Tasks in VSAC Collaboration
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Sample Workflow for eCQM Annual Update 
(VSAC Authoring and Collaboration)
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=Collab

=VSAC



Did you make any changes to your measure 
in the Measure Authoring Tool?
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Save updated MAT-generated 
HQMF to your computer. Import 

this new HQMF file into your 
measure’s collaboration site, 
using VSAC, as shown here.



Scenario #2: non-eCQM Management
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I develop measures for a program unrelated to 
eCQMs, and I want to manage value set 
development and QA for my measure value sets.



Create an HQMF Based Collab Site
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Import the Measure HQMF File 
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Example Measure
ExExampleID



All Value Sets Listed in Imported HQMF 
Files Must Also Exist in VSAC
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We have used the open source Alfresco software.
Alfresco is a customizable enterprise content management system that manages 
content within an enterprise and provides services and controls to manage this 
content. 

https://www.alfresco.com/

VSAC Collaboration Based on Alfresco



Questions?

Send comments, questions, ideas to:
custserv@nlm.nih.gov
(place VSAC in the subject line)
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mailto:custserv@nlm.nih.gov
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